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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: GREAT CIRCULATING COINS 


Harry E. Salyards 

I’ve just spent a couple of pleasant hours with Jeff Garrett’s and Ron Guth’s 100 
Greatest U. S. Coins (2003), and I found myself sorting the top 25 selections into categories, as 
follows. 

First come the Five Great Concoctions: “coins” which had no circulating counterparts, 
appeared under mysterious circumstances, and— for the three which were known a century ago, at 
least— appear to have been produced with an audience of Gilded Age magnates in mind: the 1 804 
dollar, 1913 Liberty nickel, 1894s dime, 1885 trade dollar, and 1870s half dime. None of these 
had any reason to have been made (excepting the Class I 1804 dollars) other than to separate a 
rich collector from a large wad of cash. That motive certainly goes for the nickel, as well, and 
might apply to the 1870s half dime, given Mark Twain’s anecdote in Roughing It, illustrating the 
low esteem in which a thin half dime was held in the gold-inflated economy of the Pacific coast. 

There are also seven patterns and experimental strikings, mostly gold The proof-only 
1838o half dollar makes an eighth, of sorts: at least in its case the occasion, the opening of the 
New Orleans mint, is self-evident. But this makes for eight more of the top 25 that might as well 
have been commemorative medals— indeed, they largely take on that role in illustrating U. S. mint 
history. 

Then there are the Four Melt Remnants: coins that would have been ordinary circulating 
issues (1933 double eagle, 1876cc twenty cent piece, 1873cc No Arrows dime) or were for a 
short time ( 1 822 half eagle), but which were subject to overwhelming destruction as a result of 
changing monetary policies, changing gold-to-silver ratios, or both. Part of the ongoing 
controversy with the 1933 double eagle. Treasury stonewalling notwithstanding, is in tact 
centered on the issue of which verb truly applies: “would have been” or “were”. 

There’s one Oft-Metal Freak in the top 25: the 1943 bronze cent. Finally we’ve come to 
a circulating rarity— something that was discovered years after its striking, in ordinary pocket 
change! It joins seven other “business strikes” in the top 25. Four of these are 18th Century 
issues: 1 776 Continental dollar, 1 792 half disme, 1 794 silver dollar, and our own King of the Hill, 
the 1 793 Chain cent. Though none of these w'ere struck in overwhelming numbers, even for that 
era, they all were intended to serve as money. And so, while I certainly understand Garrett’s and 
Guth’s criteria for greatness— Quality, Rarity, Beauty, and so on— I think a stronger case for 
greatness can be made for these coins which, by and large, went into circulation and stayed there- 
until someone really looked at what he was holding in his hand; looked and understood and 
saved. We owe those long-since deceased collectors the kind of debt that’s not repayable. We 
owe them for rescuing a tangible remnant of our history, no matter if it’s mint state or worn 
nearly slick. We owe them for erecting the enduring signposts on our own collecting journeys. 

************* 
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STARRED REVERSE UPDATE 2004 


Pete Smith 

In the last issue of P-W, Evan Kopald wrote, “I would find it interesting if 
someone could update Pete Smith s Starred Reverse Story with newly-discovered 
pieces.” Okay, I can take a hint! 

I updated my lists in 2000 with the thought of publication some time in the 
future. My concept included digital images of all the pieces I could illustrate. My home 
computer is an antique with hand-crank starter and monitor illuminated by kerosene lamp. 

I am still waiting to acquire adequate technology to include images with the text. When I 
published The Story of The Starred Reverse Cent (S*RC) in 1986, 1 used line drawings 
because I did not have a way to provide quality photographs in a uniform format. 

Following are updated pedigrees of known starred reverse cents. My article in the 
100th Consecutive Issue of Penny-Wise, 1-15-84, on “Pedigrees of Known Examples of S- 
48,” included 34 items on two pages. For S*RC, published in 1986, 1 discussed 41 pieces. 
The current list includes 56 items although it is possible that some are duplicate listings. 

New listings since 1986 include seven items that I believe are legitimate new 
discoveries, (items 8, 35, 39, 48, 49, 50, 52) Another four items were previously 
attributed but not reported, (items 18, 29, 44, 46) For the other new items, their history 
is not adequately documented, (items 16, 17, 45, 53) 

I agreed with current coin owners that I would not identify them by name in my 
listings. That concept continues with this listing. Walter Breen ’s Encyclopedia of Early 
United States Cents 1793-1814 , written by Breen, Bland and Borckardt, (BBB) listed 
current owners of many of these coins. In these cases, I am identifying those names 
published in BBB. 

For my book, grades were assigned by Del Bland, Denis Loring and Jack 
Robinson. Grades were also assigned by Bill Noyes for the top 18 pieces in The Official 
CQRNoyes Condition Census for V. S. iMrge Cents 1793-1814. 1 have listed the coins in 
the order assigned by Noyes. I have also attempted to apply conservative EAC grading 
standards when describing new pieces. I am amused to see the grades given when known 
pieces appear at auction. I am not suggesting that my grades are right and the auction 
company grades are wrong. I am suggesting that prospective buyers may benefit from 
knowing the grade that was assigned by Bland, Loring Robinson, Noyes and me in the 
past. 


Pedigree listings are presented as fact. Unfortunately, some connections may be 
based on speculation or invalid assumptions. I welcome comments from anyone who 
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believes 1 have made an error. 


I have worked on these pedigree connections for 20 years. I am still unable to 
connect the discovery coin with a later pedigree. I am annoyed that the BBB book shows 
a connection between the discovery coin and the Hall-Brand coin. I have not seen proof 
that C. T. Whitman acquired the coin from Haseltine in 1881 or that the Haseltine coin 
was the discovery piece. If any EAC member can provide this link, please report it in P- 
W for the benefit of ail of us. 

I recall the conversation I had with a local dealer when I mentioned I was doing 
research for a book on the Starred Reverse Cent. He asked why I wanted to write a book 
on v a coin that I would never see?” He suggested that the author of a numismatic book 
should buy up stock in something, write a book on it, and then profit from increased 
collector interest. I did not heed his advise but decided to make a record of every S-48 I 
saw. 


In S*RC I noted 12 pieces I had seen. Since then I have seen five additional pieces 
listed in the book. I have also seen six of the new pieces identified since 1986. I probably 
saw others that I forgot to note. 

I spent about three years researching and writing S*RC. Since then I have made 
some notes as I saw new offerings but I never put in the thorough efforts I attempted 
before publication. I also had the advantage of attending EAC conventions and talking 
with owners as I did my research. I have been “out-of-the-game” enough to miss listings 
that could be added to this list. 

Another bibliophile can search for auction listings 1 have missed. Another 
researcher can contact current owners and make a record of private transactions. Perhaps 
another publisher can find the way to present clear photographs in a consistent format. I 
am offering my notes here and welcome the contributions of any other member who 
chooses to report his findings in P-W. 

For 20 years I have been identified as an authority on the S-48. 1 am sure there are 
EAC members who assume it is my favorite early cent variety. In fact, my favorite 
variety is the 1808 S-277. I believe much that has been written about this variety is 
incorrect, but that is another story. 

What am I working on now? (Thanks for asking) I am writing a book on Personal 
Tokens and Medals of American Numismatists. I have identified about 6000 items. In this 
case I have acquired a significant stock of these items but I doubt that even publication of 
a book will significantly increase their value. 
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Pedigrees of Starred Reverse Cents 


The Adams Coin (XF-40) Noyes CC1 : XF45, net XF40 [Smith 40A] 

Spink and Son (London) / FPL / 1972 [an unconfirmed reference] 

New York City Collector / reported by Joseph H. Rose [unconfirmed] 

Stack’s / S.S. Forrest, Jr. / 9-15,16- 1972 / Lot 662 / Plate / $1 5,000 
John W, Adams collection (1972-1983) 

Bowers and Ruddy / John Adams Coll FPL / Lot 43 / Plate / $50,000 - not sold 
Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 46 / Dec. 82 / Plate / $50,000 
Dr. Boyd Edwards Hay ward (7/6/1983-1985) 

Bowers and Merena / offered at 1985 ANA @ $65,000 - not sold 
Bowers and Merena / Stuart C. Levine / 4-10,1 1-86 / Lot 945 / Plate / $41,000 - not sold 
The coin was sold by private agreement after the auction 
Ted Naftzger 2/23/92 
Eric Streiner 
Jay Parino (The Mint) 

Bowers & Merena 3- 10-95 

Walter Husak listed as owner in BBB 

Exhibited by Husak at 2004 ANA convention. 


It was the 1983 Adams FPL that provided the impetus for The Story of the Starred Reverse Lent. 


2. The Jackman Coin (VF-25) Noyes CC2: VF25, net VF25 [Smith 25A] 

Allison W. Jackman 

Henry Chapman / Johnson, Swayze, and Spaeth / 7-10-19 / Lot 190 / $225 

described as “Very good ... second best known ... that in the collection of Robert C. Book 
surpassed it, for that example Mr. Book informed me that he refused $500.” 

Henry' Clay Hines, Esq. ( -1945) 

Dr, William H. Sheldon (1945-4/19/72) 

Ted Naftzger (4/19/72-2/23/92) 

Eric Streiner 

Jay Parino (The Mint) 6/95 

Michael Arconi listed as owner in BBB and Noyes 

3. The Miller-ANS Coin (VF-25) Noyes CC3. VF35, net VF25 [Smith 25B] 

Edward Miller (circa 1893-4/12/ 16) 

Hesslein / 4-12-16 / Lot 305 / $130.50 
R.D. Book (5-30) private sale at $325 
George H. Clapp (1930-1947) 

American Numismatic Society, NYC 


4. The Garrett Coin (VF-25) Noyes CC4: XF40, net VF25 [Smith 25C] 


Edouard Frossard (1880-1884) 

Ed. Frossard / Bang & Co. / Frossard Collection / 10-2,3-1884 / Lot 856 

described as “By tar the finest known specimen of this excessively rare variety.” 

T. Harrison Garrett (1884-1888) 

Robert Garrett (1919) 

John Work Garrett (1942) 

Johns Hopkins University 

Bowers and Ruddy / The Garrett Collection / 1 1-28,29-1979 / Lot 67 / Plate / $14,000 
Denis W. Loring collection (11/79-1/86) 

Penny-Wise ad 5-15-85, page 144 
Herman Halpem collection (1/86-3/16/88) 

Stack’s / “The Magnificent Herman Halpem Collection” / 3- 16, 1 7-88 / Lot 66 as VF-25 / Plate / 
$33,000 

David Bloom (3/88-2/89) 

Kenneth Goldman, Inc. / The Numismatist ! April 1989 / Page 528 as VF-30 / POR 
Denis W. Loring 
Michael Kramer 5-97 

(5/97-2000) Denis W. Loring listed as owner in BBB 

5. The Hall-Brand Coin (VF-20) Noyes CCS: VF25, net VF20 [Smith 20A] 

C.T. Whitman ( -1893) 

S.H. & H. Chapman / C.T. Whitman / 8-10:1 1-1893) / Lot 826 / $50 

described as “Fine. We believe this to be one of the finest known of this excessively rare 
variety.” 

Dr. Thomas Hall (8/10/93-9/7/1909) 

Virgil M. Brand (9/7/ 1909-Died 6/20/26) 

Brand Estate 

Armin Brand (brother of Virgil) 

Jane Brand Allen (daughter of Armin) 

NewNetherlands/D.C. Wismer/ 10-5-51 / Lot 579/S225 
Willard C. Blaisdell (1951-9/74) 

Del Bland (9/74-1/2/85) 

Jack H. Robinson collection ( 1/2/85- 1/29/89) 

Superior / Jack Robinson / 1-29,30-89 / Lot 84 as VF20 / Plate / $33,000 
Douglas F, Bird 

David Henderson listed as owner in BBB 
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6. The Red Book Coin (F-15) Noyes CC6: VF25, net F 12 [Smith 15B] 

Empire Coin Company / FPL 10 / May/June 1960 / $475 

described as “This specimen is virtually equal in condition to the Sheldon plate coin. [The 
Miller- AN S Coin] If this coin is not the finest specimen known, it is equal to it.” 

Dorothy I Paschal 3-1978 
Ray Chatham 

Penny-Wise / 11-15-77 / Page 317 as F-15 / $6500 
Dr. Willard J. Carmel, Jr. 

Jack H. Beymer 
Donald H. Peterson (1986) 

Superior / Century Collection / 2-2,4-92 / Lot 703 as F-15 / Plate / $25,500 
Stack’s / United States Coins / 5-6-97 / Lot 380 as F-l 5 / Plate 
Peter Setian 
Dr. Robert J. Bye 

Adam Crum (Classic Gold Exchange) 

Superior / 9-7-97 / Lot 37A 
Superior / 99 / Lot 1 464 / 6-99 
Northeast Numismatics 
(6/14/99-2000) Owner known in 2000 

7. The Newcomb Coin (VG-10) Noyes CC7. VG 10, net VG 10 [Smith 10A] 

Howard Rounds Newcomb 

J.C.Morganthau & Co. Inc. Sale 458 / Newcomb / 2-7,8-45 / Lot 25 / $52 
Milton A. Holmes collection 

Stack’s / Milton A. Holmes / 10-5,8-60 / Lot 1377 / $320 
Frank H. Masters collection 

Rare Coin Company of America / Frank H. Masters / 5-14,15-71 / Lot 64 / Plate / $1600 
sold the following day to the underbidder 
via Q. David Bowers 
John W. Adams collection 
Dr. Edward R. Bush 9-1978 
Myles Z. Gerson 
via Dr. Dane Nielsen 
Dr. Phil Ralls collection ( - 1982) 

Jack Robinson (1982-5/1/86) 

(5/1/86-2000) Owner known in 2000 


I saw this coin at the 1 982 EAC convention in Cincinnati shortly after the Ralls/Robinson 
transaction. It is my favorite example of the S-48, a choice example. 
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8. The Auction ‘90 Coin (VG-10) Noyes CC8: VF20, net 10 / ANACS VF20 [New since S*RC] 
Obverse scratch on forehead and cheek; pit at throat. 

James Evans 

David W. Akers, Inc. / Auction ‘90 / 8-10,1 1-90 / Lot 1508 as VF-20 / Plate / $19,800 
described as 6th finest known 
Julian Liedman 
unidentified collection 

Bowers and Merena / FPL / 90-90 / $34,000 

Bowers and Merena / Van Arsdall / 1 -7:8-93 / Lot 222 as VF20 / Plate / $25,000 - not sold 
Dr. John A. Van Arsdall listed as owner in BBB 

9. The French Coin (F-15) Noyes CC 9/10: VF30, net VG10 [Smith 15A] 

Henry C. Miller (circa 1910) 

Thomas Elder / Henry C. Miller / 4- 1 3: 1 4- 1 9 1 7 / Lot 660 as VF / $92.50 
described as “One of the best known of this rare number.” 

George P. French ( -1929) 

B. Max Mehl / French Collection FPL / 1929 / Lot 29 / $150 

described as “Very Fine ... one of two finest known specimens.” 

T. James Clark holdings (circa 1930-7/44) 

B. Max Mehl (7/44-4/47) 

Roy E. (Ted) Naftzger collection (4/47-11/73) 

New Netherlands / R.E. Naftzger / 1 1-14,15-1973 / Lot 368 / Plate / $4000 
John W. Adams 

Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 20 / May 1974 / Plate / $9750 
Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 2 1 / Sep 1974 / Plate / $9750 
Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 22 / Spring 1975 / Plate / $9750 
Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 23 / Summer 1975 / Plate / $9750 
Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 24 / Autumn 1975 / Plate / $9750 
Stack’s / Robison Collection / 2-10,13-1982 / Lot 408 as VF20 / Plate / $20,000 
Anthony (Alex) Acevido 
Robert Vlack 

Daniel W. Holmes, Jr. listed as owner in BBB 

10. The Pearl Coin (VG-10) Noyes CC 9/10: VF30, net VG10 [Smith 10B] 

Richard B. Winsor ( -1895) 

S.H. & H. Chapman / Winsor / 12-16,17-95 / Lot 828 as Very- Good / Plate / $31.00 
Charles T. Steigerwalt collection (died 1912) 

Oscar J. Pearl collection ( -1944) 

Numismatic Gallery / Oscar J. Pearl FPL / 1944 / Lot 23 as VF / Plate / $135 
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described as “Not more than 2 finer specimens known,” 

B. Max Mehl / Will W. Neil / 6-17-47 / Lot 1 81 8 / $82.50 
Christian M. Peterson collection 

Hollinbeck-Kagin / Nevada Sale / 8-7-54 / Lot 12 / not sold 
Norweb collection (9/1/56- ) 

Bowers and Merena / Norweb Collection III / 1 1-14,15-88 / Lot 2715 as F-12 / $13,200 
J. J. Teaparty 
Bowers & Merena 
George E. Ewing, Jr. 

Daniel Trollen listed as owner in BBB 

11. The Cohen Coin (VG-8) Noyes CCll: VG 10, net VG8 [Smith 8A] 

Virgil M. Brand (died 1926) 

Roscoe F. Ballard collection 
Abe Kossoff ( 1 1 /46- 1 1/50) 

Numismatic Gallery / Cat 68 Williams / 1 1-14-50 / Lot 53 / $16 
Dr. Charles L. Ruby (coin switched with 7C) [23] 

Superior / Mount Vernon Sale / 1-15,18-76 / Lot 45 / Plate / $1300 
Roger S. Cohen collection (1/15/76-2/2/92) 

Superior / Century' Collection / 2-2,4-92 / Lot 704 as VG-8 / Plate / $13,200 
unknown owner in 2000 

12. The Bitler Coin (VG-8) Noyes CC12: VF20, net 8 [Smith 8D] 

Henry Chapmn / Frank D. Taylor / 6-17-08 / Lot 18 / Plate / $34 
Henry' C. Hines, Esq. 

Ernest Henderson 

Harold Wfiiteneck - Sheraton Coin Co / FPL / 1947 as VF / $300 
Numismatic Gallery / 1947 ANA Sale / 8-23-47 / Lot 783 as Fine / $95 
Worthington S. Bitler (I960) 

Abe Kosoff 

Paul A. Palmer (Newport Beach Bank) 
via Abe Kosoff 
Hiran T. Ward ( -7-78) 
via Denis Loring (7/78) 

John R. (Bob) Grellman (7/78-83) 

Frank Duvall (83-84) 

Mid- American / San Diego Sale / 9-28,29-84 / Lot 67 / Plate $12,100 
(9/28/84-2000) Steven Ellsworth listed as owner in BBB 

The Taylor plate shows a coin with rough surfaces; the 1984 plate showns a burnished coin. 
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13. The Van Cleave Coin (VG-8) Noyes CC13: F12, net VG7 [Smith 8E] 

Willard C. Blaisdell 

Ray Chatham (6/55) Trade 

Dorothy Paschal 

C. Douglas Smith (1955-1965) 

Alfred Bonard 

Henry J. Berube (New England Coin Co.) 1-28-1966 
Philip Van Cleave collection (1/28/66-2/1/86) 

R agio’s / Philip Van Cleave / 2-1-86 / Lot 5052 / Plate / $8800 
Described as VG- 10 tied for ninth finest known. 

Denis W. Loring (2/1/86-1988) 

(1988) Frank Stillinger listed as owner in BBB 

14. The Spingarn Coin (VG-10) [Smith 10CJ 

Bowers and Ruddy / 1972 

Dr. Dane Nielsen collection (6/72-3/79) 

via Denis W. Loring (3/79-4/79) 

Dr. George E. Ewing, Jr. (4/79-8/79) 
via Denis W. Loring (8/79) 

Manchester Coin Gallery' 

Robert Russano 

Harmer Rooke Numismatics, Ltd. / Libra Sale / 10-30-85 / Lot 32 / Plate / $6875 
Joel Spingarn collection (10/30/85- ) 

Bim Gander listed as owner in BBB 

15. The Marsh Coin (VG-10) Noyes CC14: VF20,net7 [Smith 10D] 

Marsh collection (circa 1930) 

Marsh family 

H.S. Perlin Co. (1983-1985) 

viaRonGuth (1985) 

via Collector’s Cabinet (10/85) 

John B. MacDonald 8-1988 
Denis Loring (1988-5/92) 

(5/92-2000) Robert C. Clark listed as owner in BBB 

16. The Hipps Offering (VG-8) [New since S*RC] 

Offered by Ed Hipps circa 2002 

Described by John Ward. Obverse with 1.5 mm scratch on Liberty’s forehead. 
Reverse with two parallel diagonal scratches 2 mm long left of ONE CENT 
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17. New Discovery? PCGS VG-8 [New since S*RC] 

Digs below throat; most of reverse worn off. 

Heritage / Long Beach / 9-12-97 Lot 6750 / Plate 

Description states, “By now surely all specimens are known with no new examples having surfaced 
since 1951.” 

My book lists about 20 coins that were first listed after 1951, 

18. The eBay Coin (VG-7) NGCF-12 [New since S*RS] 

Obverse scratch in field below Y; reverse 5mm vertical scratch right of ONE CENT 
Barney Bluestone / FPL 1940 / Lot 444 / $95 

described as “Two light scratches on Rev. Words ONE CENT weak. Slight scratch under Y in 
LIBERTY.” 

Bamev Bluestone 76th Sale / 4-29-43 / Lot 1657 / $95 

described as “Obv strictly fine. Rev V.G. ... Worth $125.” 

Barney Bluestone / FPL / 11-44 / Lot 238 / $95 
described as 

Bowers and Merena / Boyd Hayward / 9-22-97 / Lot 255 as VG-7 / Plate 
Northeast Numismatics 

eBay / December 99 / Scanned / Reserve not met 

The scanned photo matches the general description from Bluestone but the connection is 
unconfirmed. 

19. The Kuntz Coin (VG-8) Noyes CC 15/17 as net 6 [Smith 8B] 

Walter Garrabrant collection ( 1 949) 

via Stack’s private sale 

Dr. Jacob N. Spiro 

Willard C. Blaisdell 

Dr. Edward R. Bush ( -6/71) 

Denis W. Loring (6/7 1-1 2/79) 

Lee Kuntz collection 

Superior / G. Lee Kuntz / 10-6,8-9 1 / Lot 55 as VG-7 / Plate $9900 
Larry Briggs 
J. E. Long (1994) 
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20. The Ramont Coin (VG-8) Noyes CC 15/17: as net VG6 [Smith 8C] 

no pedgree available 

Assigned to George Ramont in Noyes 

(1986-2000) Owner known in 2000 

21. The Willins Coin (VG-7) Noyes VF20, net G-5 [Smith 7A] 

Discovered by Walter Breen 
Dorothy Paschal 
Ray Chatham (8/58) 

Abe Kosoff / Numismatic Scrapbook / 7-59 / Page 1754 as F-15/VG-10 / $320 
Montrose Coin Gallery (Herman Engelhardt) / Numismatic Scrapbook 1 1 1-59 / Page 2871 / $320 
described as F15/VG10, Ex French Fourth Finest Known 
Bradley K. Thurlow collection 
Mayflower / Thurlow / 12-8-67 / Lot 105 / $1050 
retained with a group of unsold lots 
Rarcoa / Saslow / 12-18-69 / Lot 105 / Plate / $400 
described as “Very Fine 20 ... third finest known” 

Harlan Berk (1969-1972) private sale at $2000 
William R.T. Smith collection (1972-7/74) offered at $2750 
Blackburn & Blackburn / FPL / 1974 / $9500 - not sold 
described as “VF-XF, possibly finest known” 

Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 25 / Spring 1976 / $4900 - not sold 
Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 26 / Summer 1976 / $3500 - not sold 
Bowers and Ruddy / Edward Willing / 6-24:24-76 / Lot 82 1 / Plate / $2500 
Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 27 / Winter 1 976 / Plate $2950 - not sold 
described as “Fine to Very Fine with the usually seen porous surfaces.” 

Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 28 / Spring 1977 / $2750 - not sold 
Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 29 / Summer 1977 / $2750 - not sold 
Bowers and Ruddy / Roy Harte Coll / 1 1-16-77 / Lot 2075 / Plate / $1300 
Denis W. Loring (1 1/77-1/78) 

Norm Pullen 

Bob Levi (Ye-Olde Coin & Stamp Center) ( -12/81) 

Lillian Willins collection (12/81-1/92) 

Heritage / 7-27030-94 / Lot 5062 / Plate / $4900 

described as Good 7 Sharpness of VF 20, but eroded surfaces 
Stack’s / 10-20:21-98 / Lot 18 / Plate / $8800 
Stack’s 3-9-99 / Lot 336 / Plate / $9775 

described as “F-l 5 one of the finer examples of this famous sub-type available to today’s 
collector.” 
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22. The Chalkley Coin (VG-7) Noyes CC 15/17: FI 5, net G-6 [Smith 7B] 

Julian Liedman ( -1973) 

Gordon Wrubel (1973-1976) 

Penny-Wise / Coin Investments, Inc. / 1-15-75 / Page 45 / $3500 
Penny-Wise / Coin Investments, Inc. / 5-15-75 / Page 162 / $3250 
Kenneth Goldman (4/20/76) 

Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review / Winter 76-77 / Page 21 / $2250 
Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review / Summer 1977 / Page 23 / $2095 
Denis W. Loring (1 1/16/77-5/20/78) 

Dr. Thomas S. Chalkley collection (5/20/78- 1/28/90) 

Superior / Thomas S. Chalkley / 1-28:30-90 / Lot 208 as G-6 / Plate / $6875 
untraced since 1990 

23. The Anderson-Dupont Coin (VG-7) Noyes FI 2, net 5 [Smith 7C] 

Stack’s / Anderson Dupont / 9-24-54 / Lot 71 as G-6 / Plate / $70 
Dr. Charles L. Ruby (coin switched with 8A) [11] 

Superior / Charles L. Ruby / 2-1 1-74 / Lot 377 as VG-7 / Plate / $2900 

Pine Tree / 1975 EAC Auction / 2-1 5-75 / Lot 627 as VG-8 / Plate / $2500 - not sold 

Joe Flynn & Son Rare Coins 

Bowers and Ruddy / Dr. D.C. Montgomery Jr. / 2-20-76 / Lot 1061 as F15 / Plate / $2650 
Ronn F aught 

Bowers and Merena / Everson and Faught / 6-13-88 / Lot 664 / Plate 
Superior / Robert E. Matthews / 5-28,30-89 / Lot 1 80 as G-6 / Plate / $7975 
John R. Frankenfield (1989-2001) 

Superior / J. R. Frankenfield / 2-17-200 1 / Lot 249 as G-6 / Plate 

Anderson and Dupont were furniture dealers who handled the consignment The owner has never 
been publicly identified. 

24. The Brown Coin (VG-7) Noyes F12, net G-5 [Smith 7D] 

American Numismatic Society (-1950) 

New Netherlands 30th / ANS Duplicates / 5-20-50 / Lot 369 / $19.50 
Willard C. Blaisdell 
Robert S. Carter, Jr. 
via Del Bland 

Robinson S. Brown collection (1971-1986) 

Superior / Robinson S. Brown / 9-30-86 / Lot 64 as VG-7 / Plate / $6875 
Dennis Irving Long collection (Brown’s cousin) (9/30/86-1/24/90) 

Bowers and Merena / Gore and Long / 1-24:26-90 / Lot 19 as VG-7 / Plate / $67 10 
unreported since 1990 
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25. The Wyatt Coin (VG-7) Noyes CC1 8: VF20, net G-6 [Smith 7Ej 
Purchased unattributed by NJ dealer in 1985 

Passed through middlemen/dealers Jules Reiver, Denis Loring, Ken Goldman 
Superior / Wyatt Collection / 9-30-85 / Lot 228 / Plate / $6325 
(9/30/1985-2004) Owner known in 2004 

Wyatt was the name of the major consignor for the sale but not the consignor of the S-48. The coin 
should be renamed for the current owner after it’s next public sale. 

26. The Ruby Coin (G-6) Noyes VG-8, net G-5 [Smith 6A] 

Charles L. Ruby ( -1968) 

(1968-2000) Owner deceased after 2000 

27. The Wright Discovery (G-6) [Smith 6B] 

Found unattributed by 2000 owner in September 1980. 

(1980-2000) Owner known in 2000 

28. The Kissner Coin (G-6) Noyes F- 15, net G-5 [Smith 6C] 

Thomas P. Warfield collection 

Associated Coin Auc / Thomas P Warfield / 10-28-55 / Lot 173 as VG/G / $45 
Robert J. Kissner collection 

Stack’s / Robert J. Kissner / 6-27-75 / Lot 247 as VG7/5 / Plate / $1000 
unknown collection 1975-1985 

Stack’s / Herman Halpem / 3-17-87 / Lot 125 as VG-8 / Plate / $8250 
(3/1/7/87-2000) Owner known in 2000 

29. The Colorado Coin (G-6) [New since S*RC] 

Found in old collection by Colorado dealer 
Offered in P-W 9-15-04 

30. The Grand Central Coin (G-5) [Smith 5AJ 

Paramount / Grand Central / 1 1-8-73 / Lot 823 / Plate / $1500 
described “F12 ... Very high in condition census.” 

Bowers and Ruddy / Austin Coll / 5-3 1 -74 / Lot 233 / Plate / $ 1 1 00 
Stack’s / United States / 3-10-82 / Lot 604 / Plate / $3000 
Bowers and Merena / Sebring and Garbe / 3-21:23-96 / Lot 45 as G-5 / Plate 
Andrew Reiber 8/27/00-2002 
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EAC Sale / 4/20/02 / Lot 146 as G-6 / Plate 
John M. Ward, Jr. (4/20/02-9/5/04) 

Superior / Adams-Ward-Smith / 9/5/04 / Lot 185 as G-6 / Plate 

31. The ANS Duplicate (G-5) Noyes FI 2, net G-5 [Smith 5B] 

I. B. Baldwin “Bought June 1924 $12” 

George H. Clapp 
American Numismatic Society 

32. The Punchard Coin (G-5) [Smith 5C] 

D.C. Wismer 

New Netherlands 33rd / D.C. Wismer / 4-13,14-5 1 / Lot 562 / $21 

Willard C. Blaisdell 

Edward A. Schwartz ( -1 1/59) 

A. Kossoff / Edward A. Schwartz / 10-1 1-61 / Lot 54 as VG8 / $1 1 5 
W.E. Florence 

Superior / Fred Neggen / 2-16-76 / Lot 1373 / Plate / $900 
Superior / Northwood Spear / 1 0-22/24-79 / Lot 58 / Plate / $1500 
Richard V. Punchard collection (10/22/79 - ) 

Penny-Wise ad 

(1979-2000) Owner known in 2000 

33. The Downing Coin (G-5) Noyes VG-7, net 4 [Smith 5D] 

Henry C. Hines 

Barney Bluestone 100th / Wurtzbach / 2-28-48 / Lot 421/ $46 
Homer K. Downing 

New Netherlands / 1952 ANA Sale / 8-16-52 / Lot 1644 / $26 
Dr. Charles L. Ruby 

Superior / Ruby 111 / 2-10-75 / Lot 45 / Plate / $1300 

C.R. Chambers 

via Robert Shalowitz (1983) 

via Doug Bird (1983) 

unidentified Los Angeles area collector 

34. The Grellman Discovery (G-5) Noyes FI 5, net G-5 [Smith 5E] 

Dealer bought for $55 in Montgomery, AL 
Sold as type coin in 1979 for $85 to “Fat Frank” 

John R. Grellman for $3000 in 1985 
(4/ 1 2/85-2000) Owner known in 2000 
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35. The Kern Discovery (G-5) in The Score as VG-7 [New since S*RC] 

discovered by Jonathan Kern in 1988 
Dr. Robert J. Shalowitz 

Superior / Robert E. Matthews / 5-28,30-89 / Lot 181 as G-5 / Plate / $9075 
Dr. Robert J. Shalowitz 
via Denis Loring 

Robinson S. Brown, Jr. collection (8/9/89-1/27/96) 

Superior / Robinson S. Brown, Jr. / 1-27-96 / Lot 69 as G-5 / Plate 

via Chris McCawley 

(1/27/96-2000) Owner known in 2000 

36. The Borchert Coin (G-4) [Smith 4A] 

unidentified private collection of 40 years ( - 12/82) 

(12/82-2000) Owner known in 2000 

37. The Nebraska Discovery (G-4) [Smith 4B] 

Discovered in Nebraska collection in 1968 
Matthews Money Tree (1985) 

Collector’s Cabinet / FPL / 6-85 / $4950 
Penny-Wise i 7-15-85 / Page 237 / $4950 
David Palmer collection 
Denis W. Loring 
Owner known in 2000 

38. The Branigan Coin (G-4) [Smith 4C] 

Bowers and Ruddy / 1978 ANA Sale, Branigan / 8-2 1,25-78 / Lot 1 18 / Plate / $875 
Pine Tree / 1979 FUN Conv / 1-5,6-79 / Lot 138 / Plate / $660 
unreported since 1979 

39. The Owen Coin (G-4) [New since S*RC] 

Discovered by Gene Owen in October 1986 in a group of cents 
Los Angeles area collector (12-1-86- ) 
mentioned in Penny-Wise / 1-15-87 / page 47 
photo in Penny-Wise / 7- 1 5-87 / page 212 

40. The Moore Discovery (AG-3) [Smith 3A] 

Found unattributed by current owner 12-81 / $35 
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(12/81-2000) Owner known in 2000 

41. The Clymer Coin (AG-3) Noyes G-4, net Fair 2 [Smith 3B] 

Mai Varner 

Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 14 / Apr 1972 / Plate / $795 
Denis W. Loring (4/72-7/72) 

Penny-Wise i 7-15-72 / page 172 / $550 
William R.T. Smith (7/72) 

Harlan Berk (8/72) 

Rarcoa / 1973 FUN / 1-4-73 / Lot 1 10 / Plate / $675 
Joe Flynn & Son Coin Co. 

Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 19 / Jan 1974 / Plate / $1495 

Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 20 / May 1974 / $1495 

Bowers and Ruddy / Rare Coin Review 21 / Sep 1974 / $1495 

Stack’s / United States / 12-1 1-80 / Lot 484 as G/Poor / Plate / $1500 

Frederick H. Clymer 

Stack’s / FPL Fall 1992 / Lot 406 / $6250 

unreported since 1992 

42. The Ohio Discovery (AG-3) PCGS Fair2 [Smith 3C] 

unidentified Ohio collection (-9/17/85) 
via Collector’s Cabinet / FPL / 9-86 / $3300 
unknown collection 

Superior / Dr. Jack Adams / 5-31, 6-1-92 / Lot 438 / Plate / 

(5/92-2000) Owner known in 2000 

43. The Morley Coin (AG-3) [Smith 3D] 
discovered by Walter Breen 

Pine Tree / 1 975 EAC Auction / 2-15-75 / Lot 628 / Plate / $ 1 300 - not sold 
Tom Morley (2/ 1 5/75- 12/20/75) 

Cape Kennedy Medals / Tom Morley Sale / 12-20-75 / Lot 42 / Plate / $650 
(1975-2000) Owner known in 2000 

44. The Oeschner Coin (AG-3) [New since S*RC] 

John K. Borchy private sale 1933 
Herbert M. Oeschner 

Stack’s / Herbert Oeschner / 9-8,9-88 / Lot 44 as 6/1 / Plate / $4 125 
Jim McGuigan 
James E. Long 
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45. The Blackwell Coin (AG-3) [Not in S*RC] 

purchased from Sam Colavita about 1984 
(1984-2000) Owner known in 2000 

46. The Florida Discovery (AG-3) [Not in S*RC] 

Discovered in West Palm Beach, Florida, about 1977, from old NH collection 
owner died in 1987 
untraced since 1987 

47. The Johansen Coin (Fair-2) [Smith 2AJ 

Jerry Johansen (1985) 

J.E. Long 
Paul Langseth 

J.E. Long (1991-4/94) offered at $5000 
Christopher Rooke (4/94) 

Heritage / 1993 ANA Sale / 7-27,3 1-1993 / Lot 5040 as G-4 / Plate 

48. The Henderson Discovery (Fair-2) [New since S*RC] 

Discovered by David Henderson at TNA show 3-26-87 
discussed in Penny-Wise 7-15-87 / page 212 

49. The School Teacher Discovery (Fair-2) [New since S*RC] 

Discovered by Ralph Dintriff Jr. in Maryland 4-18-87 
discussed in Penny-Wise 7-15-87 / page 212 / photo 

50. The Coin Galleries Coin (AG-2) [New since S*RC] 

Discovered by Stack’s staff in 1987 in a lot consigned for sale 
Coin Galleries / Ancient and Modem / 2-1 1-88 / Lot 1064 / Plate / $2200 
described “The obverse is Fair-2 ... The reverse is Basal State- 1 .” 

Jim Long 

Early Copper Auction / 7-31-93 / Lot 547 / Plate / $3850 
(1993-2000) Owner known in 2000 

Possible new pieces or duplicates of coins listed above. 

51. The Shalowitz Discovery (BS-1) [Smith 1 A] 
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purchased unattributed from Roger Seymour at Lancaster PA coin show, 1974, for $17 
Robert Shalowitz (1974-75) 

Gordon Wrubel (circa 1975) 
unreported since 1975 

52. The Pennsylvania Discovery (G-5) [New since S*RC] 

Found at Efhrata, PA, unattributed at auction / $57 
Reported by John Kraljevich 

53. New Discovery? [New since S*RC] 

Stack’s / Januajy Sale / 1-1 1 : 12-95 / Lot 33 / Plate 

described as “Choice Very Good-10 in terms of overall detail, but with scattered patches of 
corrosion and surface roughness on either side.” 

Using “Choice” to describe this coin represents one of the worst descriptions for an S-48 in 
recent memory. The reverse is so bad that the plate for the reverse appears in the catalog rotated 90 
degrees. 

54. Mystery Coin - The Hays Coin (The quintessential Hays 8) [Smith M2] 

William Wallace Hays, Esq. ( -1900) 

Charles Steigerwalt (1900-1903) 

Steigerwalt / Phelps-Hays set / 10-03 
Charles Zug (1903-1907) 

Lymon Low / Hays-Phelps Collection / 3-7-07 / Lot 8 / $15 

described. “Obverse fine, though uniformly and delicately pitted. Reverse lightly and evenly 
corroded. Extremely rare and possibly as fine as known.” 

C.H. Steams 
untraced since 1907 

55. Mystery Coin - The Gilbert- Wurtzbach Coin (F-12) [Smith 12A] 

Ebenezer Gilbert 

(possibly) Thomas Elder / 44th / 10-12-10 / Lot 8 / $20.50 
(possibly) U.S. Coin Co. / 5-19-15 / Lot 90 / $15.50 
Carl Wurtzbach (died in 1947) 
untraced since 1958 

This coin was not mentioned By William Sheldon in the condition census in 1949. Sheldon described 
a F-12 coin as the Gilbert- Wurtzbach coin in the census in 1958. It is currently unknown which coin 
Sheldon meant and where it has been since 1958. It may be a duplicate of another coin listed 
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56. Mystery Coin - The Steigerwalt Coin 


Chas. Steigerwalt/ FPL 18 / 9-1889 / $5 

described as “Obverse good ... the centre of reverse is weak and has some letters scratched on it.” 
Chas Steigerwalt / FPL 39 / 6-1893 / $5 

described as “Obverse very fair or good. Reverse not so good.” 

Ed Frossard 1 45th / Frank L. Bowman, Esq. / 4-20,2 1 -1 897 / Lot 4 1 8 / $5. 1 0 
described as “Initials and date scratched on rev. Very fair.” 

Chas Steigerwalt / FPL 57 / 1898 / $ 10 

Chas Steigerwalt / FPL 63 / 1903 / $7.50 

Chas Steigerwalt / April 1908, also October 1908 / $7.50 

described as “Obverse very fair; reverse poor, and letters scratched on it.” 
untraced since 1908 


************* 



No. 30. 


Obverse. Same. No. 29. 

Reverse. A circle of 94 minute, 5 pointed stars inside the deep- 
ly serratured border with some of the stars between or under the points 
of the serrature. It seems as if the engraver had at first attempted to 
use this circle of stars as a border, and then, not approving of it, en- 
graved the serratured border to and over them. The stars and points 
are not equally spaced and the serrature points, therefore, cover some 
of the stars. At first glance they appear as if they were merely marks 
dividing the spaces for the serrature points, but each is a perfectly 
formed, minute, 5 pointed star. Weight, 204 grains. Size, 17 14 . R 6 . 

This die was discovered by Henry Chapman during 1877. Dr. 
Mai is, the first man to make a study of the series, was standing be- 
tween him and the author whilst we were examining a lot of 1794 
Cents, when H. C., picking up the specimen and examining it, exclaim- 
ed, “Here is a die with minute stars around the reverse.” Dr. Maris 
confirmed the discovery and said, “It was previously unknown.” 


Henry Chapman’s 
claim to discovery of the 
Starred Reverse, as 
related by his brother, 
S. Hudson Chapman, in 
his United States Cents 
of the Year 1794 (1926). 

Though there’s no 
reason to doubt the 
circumstance, if we 
assume that large cent 
aficionados were as 
enthusiastic in 1877 as 
they are today, it’s hard 
to believe that the 
discovery of a new 
variety was greeted with 
such stilted dialogue? 

-Ed. 
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Discovery of an Unattributed 1804 C3 “Spikeless Chin” 


Ed Fuhrman 

Discovered by Walter Breen in 1953, the “spikeless chin” half cent was long thought of as a 
separate variety. Roger Cohen delisted the variety in his 1982 (2 nd Edition) publication of “Little 
Half Sisters” and stated that this “variety” should now be referred to as an early die state of 1804 
C5. However, the C3 variety status once bestowed upon this rare die state appears to have stuck, 
at least amongst collectors. 

When Cohen wrote his 2 nd edition, he knew of only 3 examples of the 1804 C3. Since then, a 
few others have appeared. There was a nice G5 example in die EAC 2004 sale, which now 
resides comfortably in the Manley collection. And the most recent example was cherrypicked by 
yours truly just a few months ago. 

As a collector specializing in Draped Bust half cents, I have a slight (unfair?) advantage over 
other collectors when it comes to cherrypicking rare varieties. At any given time there are 
hundreds of half cents up for sale on various auction sites and dealer web sites. Anyone who 
collects the entire series (99 Cohen varieties) would be hard pressed to find ample tune to look 
closely at each and every coin up for sale. Specializing helps narrow' the field a bit and improves 
one’s chances at finding something rare & unattributed. 

Well on Sunday August 8 th 2004 1 discovered something very rare and very unattributed. 
Teletrade auction 1919, lot#1001 was listed as “Half Cent 1804 NGC 12 BN” “Crosslet 4, stems. 
Deep brown surfaces exhibiting smooth, even wear. Small pin scratch through the hair”, (note, 
the original photos of this coin are still available to view at the Teletrade auction archives.) At 
first glance I thought it was an 1804 Cl, but the reverse just didn’t look right to me. I enlarged 
the photo and sure enough my instincts proved correct. It was without a doubt the ultra rare 1804 
C3. Even though the photo was a bit dark, I could make out the light cracks through the bases of 
“TES OF A”. The coin also exhibited the same softly struck areas as seen on the other known 
specimens. (The “LI” and the fraction are always softly struck due to the die faces not being 
properly aligned.) I was also able to see the tiny die chip at the bottom of C in AMERICA. 

The diagnostics were all there and from the photo it looked like a nice solid problem-free 
VG8. 

My only concern at that point was trying to decide how much to bid. Teletrade always posts 
their auction lots a lull week before the auction actually starts. You can do a proxy bid ahead of 
the live auction but you won’t see your bid posted until the actual auction starts at ->pm. I figured 
that with a lull week to go before the live auction someone else would certainly spot this coin 
and try to outbid me. The EAC 2004 example sold for just over $1 OK, so I knew' this one might 
realize at least that much if not more because of the grade. I proceeded to enter my max bid a 
tew days ahead of time and anxiously waited for the auction to go live. When the auction started 
the coin opened at $90. A few hours went by and the price reached $180. I don’t think I have 
ever been so excited and nervous in my life. I could feel my heart pounding as the last five 
minutes of the auction ticked away. I was waiting to see the price jump up into the thousands, but 
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thankfully that never happened. Finally 1 saw the two words I'd been waiting for all woek - 
Auction Closed. That was it!!! No more bids were entered. I got the coin for SI 80. Obviously I 
was shocked that no one bid against me, but believe me, I wasn’t complaining. It’s not every day 
that you can pick up an R7 for that price. Heck, it’s not every day that you can pick up an R7 at 
any price, period! 



A few days later my prize arrived in the mail. I felt like a kid opening up a long awaited 
present. When I saw the coin up close 1 quickly realized that it w'as quite a bit nicer than I had 
originally thought. The auction photos didn’t do it justice at all. It was at least a VG10+ maybe 
FI 2. 1 liberated it from its plastic tomb and gave it a light brushing to remove some surface dirt. 
The surfaces are hard and close to choice and the color is a fully original dark brown. There are 
no significant defects. Of the few specimens now 7 know n, this would certainly rank as one of the 
finest if not the finest. However, wdthou! having all of the specimens to examine up close, it 
would not be prudent to call this CC#1. That said, 1 have asked Greg Heim to consider this 
variety for the EAC 2005 Half Cent Happening. I have done this for two reasons: 

1. Obviously I would like to know if this new coin is the finest known 1804 C3. 

2. I would like to do a close examination of the die states. 

Initially when I studied the coin, it looked to be state M1.0. But after careful examination I 
noticed that it does share some of the cracks in what Manley describes as his state M2.0. The 
cracks are very faint, but visible when the coin is tilted at just the right angle. Do the other state 
M1.0 coins exhibit tills as well? Is this new 7 coin really an early M2.0? Maybe there is only one 
die state before the spike occurs? Maybe Greg Heim will read this and see fit to include this 
variety in next year’s EAC? (Hint - Hint) 
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THE PARMELEE STRAWBERRY LEAF REEMERGES 


JohnKraljevich 

Several months ago, 1 received a normal work day phone call from John Pack, who 
works with consignors in die main New Hampshire office of American Numismatic 
Rarities (ANR). We sometimes talk a dozen or more times a day about this coin or that 
consignment, but this time, in a cautious tone, he asked me what 1 knew about 1793 
Strawberry Leaf cents. So 1 began the short litany. 

“Well, there are four of the things and they’re all pretty ugly. ANS has the worst 
one, the one that Ed Frossard and Lyman Low got in a kicking match over in die 1890s. 
Dan Holmes in Cleveland has two of them. He let me see them both last year at EAC. 
One is the unique NC-2 and the other is a NC-3. They’re both from the Starr rale. He 
showed me how the edge devices on each matched the edge device on his Sheldon-5, 
which to me pretty much confirms that they were Mint products. Some people have said 
they were contemporary counterfeits in the past. There is another one somewhere too, 
from Paimelee, but it hasn’t been seen in forever.” 

John asked me if the name Staples meant anything to me, so I went scrambling for 
my Breen large cent book and Del Bland’s census. 1 told John that Staples was the name 
of the last owner of the long-lost Parmelee piece that Del had record of. The Parmelee 
coin was supposed to be twice as good as the others. Then I asked a dumb question. 

“Why?” 

John told me he had been contacted by a party in Maine who apparently had the 
piece, and so far the story checked out. Coming on the heels of the duPont 1 866 No 
Motto dollar also coming out of Maine, it seemed a little too good to be true. 

We hung up and I went about learning as much about the Strawberry Leaves as I 
could, re-reading Carl Carlson’s article “Strawberry Leaves and Shiners” in The 
Numismatist and locating a copy of Walter Breen’s 1959 article in Empire Tapias on the 
subject. I read and re-read Del’s census of the four known specimens enough that one 
friend called me on the fact that it was scary' that such things could be committed to 

memory and repeated, like some school kid saying the Hail Mary for the 12,345 th time. I 
admitted that I had spent more time working on the Strawberry Leaf cent research then 1 
had, say, watching TV for the previous week. A copper geek rears his ugly head. 

It all became worthwhile a few weeks after the initial phone call from John Pack, 
when he forwarded a picture via email, showing him studying a copper coin intently. You 
could tell he was holding a 1 793 Strawberry’ Leaf cent 
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According to Breen, the first Strawberry Leaf discovered was the one that is still 
unique, the NC-2 that Dan Holmes owns, which was apparently identified before the 
Civil War. It wasn’t until 1877 that another one popped up, a piece David Proskey 
identified as a new variety. When it was sold in a Scott Stamp and Coin Co. sale that 
year, Sylvester Crosby commissioned J.N.T. Levick to bid up to $75 on this newly 
discovered rarity'. Unfortunately, that maven of bean-baking, Lorin Parmelee, bid more 
and acquired the piece for his own collection. When Parmelee’s collection sold in 1 890, 
Lancaster (PA) dealer Charles Steigerwalt bought the coin for Dr Thomas Hall, who is 
best known for writing the first descriptive text about the varieties of Connecticut 
coppers, pioneering a system that is still in use today. Hall owned the coin until his 
collection was sold intact to VirgilBrand in 1909. Some folks buy coins, and some folks 
buy coin collections; Brand was among the latter class. He gathered some simply 
incredible large cents - not to mention tens of thousands of other coins. After Brand’s 
death, his collection was split between his two brothers, Armin and Horace, each of 
whom spent years disposing of their portions. 

In 1941, Armin Brand made the first consignment of Brand large cents to St Louis 
dealer Burdette G. Johnson. Johnson was something of a wholesale dealer, and ArtKagin 
has told me stories about asking Johnson for his selection of 1 799 cents and being handed 
a large box full, ditto for 1804s. The first 17 Brand cents Johnson got on memo were all 
dated 1793, and they were each superb. One each of NC-1 (then unique), NC-2 (still 
unique), NC-3, NC-4, and NC-5 (still unique) plus 12 other condition census cents. 
Another of the pieces included was the Sheldon-9 that ANR sold as part of Haig 
Koshkarian’s collection earlier this year. Johnson worked closely with James Kelly at the 
time, and Kelly took the NC-3 Strawberry Leaf on consignment for $2,500, a number 
large enough to suggest that he had a special customer for it. It was the first of the group 
that Johnson was able to sell. 

Kelly sold the coin at a 10% markup to a Maine collector named Roscoe Staples, a 
collector no one today seems to know much about. The Strawberry Leaf is the only 
condition census cent he is known to have owned, a pretty puzzling scenario. Some of his 
enigmatic status undoubtedly came from the fact that his life was cut short, as he was 
killed in the service of his nation in 1943 while in the South Pacific. 

Most of the above facts are noted in the catalogue description of the coin, which 
appears in the November 30, 2004 ANR sale called “The Frog Run Collection” It’s the 
longest description I’ve ever written, especially once considering the lengthy biography of 
Lorin Parmelee that Dave Bowers wrote for the occasion. But, of course, doing research 
on a coin like this always elucidates just how much you don V know about the thing, 
leading to more questions, and promises that more research will be done. Sometimes, in 
the ever-evolving auction cycle of consignment, catalogue, sale, repeat, such things get put 
by the wayside. 
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Luckily, Dan Holmes knew that to do some nitty-gritty numismatic work on the 
Strawberries, we had to strike while the iron was hot. Dan and I met up, with the coin, in 
Las Vegas recently, to do something no one had ever done — not Walter Breen, who wrote 
extensively on the variety, nor Dave Bowers (who admitted to me that though he had 
seen them this Parmelee coin was the first one he had handled, something that was pretty 
exciting to a man that has handled just about every' coin there is!). Dan and 1 were able to 
lay out all three Strawberry Leaf cents in private hands, though we were not able to 
borrow the ANS specimen for the study. Perhaps if the new owner chooses to break the 
coin out of its NGC encapsulation, more study can be done in New York at the ANS, 
who has been kind enough to extend an invitation to do precisely that. 


The fruits of Dan’s study will be printed in a forthcoming Penny-Wise, with 
illustrations of the coins and pictures of Dan, Walt Husak, A1 Boka, and myself looking at 
the things like a bunch of grade school kids with their first Sports Illustrated swimsuit 
issue, which is to say starry-eyed and wide-grinned Until that study is written up, 
suffice it to say this: the edges on the Straw berry Leaf cents match those found on several 
other 1793 Wreath cent varieties, though precisely lining up the indifferently applied edge 
markings can be a process that takes some getting used to. Dan and I have no doubt 
whatsoever that they are all products of the First Philadelphia Mint. 


The auction will take place in Baltimore soon after this issue of P- W arrives, and it 
would be grand if an EACer buys the coin. Of course, with a trophy rarity like this, 
interest comes in from far and wide, so it’s not a sure thing. Catalogues are available from 
ANR (866-811-1804) and photos and a description of the coin are available online at 

www.anrcoins.com. 


$************ 


WHAT IS THE GRADE? 

John D. Wright, NLG 

For decades 1 have preached the twin sermons “Grading is Opinion’ and “Grade is 
an Attempt to Justify Price”. The coin pictured below is the perfect example of those 
sayings. 

This coin was last seen by any' knowledgeable numismatist over sixty years ago. 
Until a few months ago, nobody now alive in the collecting community had seen this coin. 
Study it. What grade do YOU call it? 
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Photos Courtesy American Numismatic Rarities, Wolfeboro, New Hampshire 


This is the discovery specimen of the 1793 “strawberry' leaf cent. It was first 
introduced to the collecting public as lot 201 of John W. Scott’s October 1 877 sale, where 
it was described as . . . 

1793 Wreath. 'Stars and stripes’ on edge. With three clover leaves and 

blossom under bust. Fair condition, but date and legend perfectly distinct. 

Unique. 

The obverse of this coin was plated in that catalog, and looks about as the picture 
above. So in 1877 this coin sold as anew variety', “Fair”, for $77.50. It next sold with 
the Lorin G. Pannalee collection as lot 671 of the NY Stamp & Coin Co. sale of June 
1890, where it brought $79.00 as “Fine”. Evidently back then a three-grade jump in 
condition did not affect price very much. This coin has since 1 890 been referred to as 
“the Parmalee coin”. 

It then sold or traded privately several times, eventually coming to the Virgil M. 
Brand collection. When that collection was dispersed in 1941, dealer James Kelly bought 
it for $2,500.00 and promptly sold it for $2,750.00 as “Very Fine” to Richard J Staples. 
Look elsewhere in this issue for the Staples story 7 . 

This coin is listed as “About Good” by Sheldon in Early American Cents (1949), 
and as ’‘Very Good” in Penny Whimsy (1958), though Sheldon never saw the coin. It is 
listed as “Very Good” in both Noyes (1991 ) and Breen/Borckardt (2000), though none of 
these men had ever seen the coin. Pictures of this coin were available - the Scott catalog 
(1877), Frossard (1879), Crosby (1897), the popular “Red Book” (every 7 year since its 
first edition in 1947) - but no coin. It had gone into a lockbox in 1941, a quarter-century 
before EAC existed, and had not been seen since. 

From the non-numismatic press pictures of September 2004 the coin appears to 
be a “Good”. From the better pictures now available, “Very 7 Good” seems like a better 
description. This coin has now 7 been slabbed by NGC as “Fine”. It will appear in the 
upcoming sale by American Numismatic Rarities of Wolleboro NIL Dave Bowers’ new 
company 7 . 
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so tne abiding question is "What is its grade?” This piece of metal is the same as 
it was 127 years ago. Yet in print it has been called eveiy grade from Fair through Very 
Fine. 


Those who rely on "grade” to set a price for a coin can leam from this, as can 
those who are convinced that "the experts” can give you an exact grade for a given 
specimen. Using numbers to represent a grade implies a measured precision that is not 
only absent, it is also impossible to achieve. That is why so many dealers crack out nice- 
looking 63’ s and resubmit them hoping for a 64 or higher judgment by the 
“professionals”. The bottom line is that the coin is the coin, and a "grade” is just some 
person’s opinion of that coin. 

************* 


WREATH CENTS. 




No. 5. — Obv. Hoad of Liberty to right. Above the head, liberty 
Below, a sprig of four laurel blossoms. In ex., 1793 The face is of 
the same general character as in preceding numbers. The hair being 
less clearly cut presents the appearance of thick locks, the lowest of 
which almost touches the rim of the coin. The word liberty is un- 
spaced; the 9 in the date is larger than the other figures. 

Rev. — Rev. G— united states of America Within a wreath of laurel 
tied at the base with a ribbon, ONE | CENT The wreath is close and 
differs materially from all others of the type. About on a line with 
the loop of the ribbon, which is depressed to left of centre, are, to 
right, two laurel blossoms ; to left, one. Sprays of berries are plentiful, 
one pointing downward toward the N in one is omitted in the illustra- 
tion. The word one and cent are close together and placed out of the 
centre, being nearer to the top of the wreath. In ex., - 1( yo 

Edge. — A vine and bars. E 8 . 

This and the following number are the rarest of the cents of 1793. 
No perfect specimens are known ; that from which our engraving was 
prepared being the best. It is probable that there are four 
laurel blossoms in the wreath on the reverse, two on either side of 
the loop. As it is possible to distinguish but one on the left, how- 
ever, wo have preferred to so state it, subject to correction should a 
perfect specimen ever appear. The sprig beneath the head on the 
obverse is usually called a clover leaf, and from this these cents 
have acquired the name of the “Clover Leaf” variety. The writer 
of our former list termed it a “ strawberry plant with three leaves and 
a berry.” We must, however, dissent from both the usually accepted 
designation and that of the former editor of the Journal. Compari- 
son with the laurel blossoms in the wreath upon the reverse of this 
cent, shows them to be identical with the sprig in question ; hence we 
shall term this piece and its companion, No. 0, the Laurel Blossom 
Cents. 


The original description 
of the variety, from 
Francis W. Doughty’s 
United States Cents 
( 1890 ). 

Note his appeal to 
rename the variety, in 
light of the identical 
appearance of the sprig 
above the date, and the 
laurel blossoms in the 
reverse wreath— a con- 
vention which, despite 
its merit, obviously 
didn’t catch on. 


-Ed. 


Early American Coppers, Inc. 

2005 Annual Convention and Show 
April , 2005 • Annapolis, MD 

The 2001 EAC Convention will be held at the Radisson Hotel Annapolis, 210 Holiday Court, 
Annapolis, MD 21401 (800) 266-7631. The hotel is recently renovated and is beautiful and 
convenient both to Baltimore-Washington International Airport and to the h is toric district of 
Annapolis. We have reserved a block of rooms. Remember that the charge to EAC for use of the 
bourse and meeting rooms depends on the number of rooms we use during the convention. Be 
sure to reserve a room before March 30, 2005. On that date our reserved block of rooms may be 
rented to others. 

To reach the hotel, see the directions on the following page. 

We expect over fifty participating dealers. The Bourse will open at 10:00 AM on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday. It will close at 5:00 PM on Friday and Saturday and at 3:00 PM on 
Sunday. Lots to be sold in the Saturday night EAC Sale will be available for viewing from 10:00 
AM to 5:00 PM on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 

The educational program, organized and scheduled by Chuck Fleck, promises to be one of the 
best ever. Once again, Thursday morning will feature the EAC Grading and Counterfeit 
Detection Seminar presented by Doug Bird, Steve Carr and Mary Sauvain. The educational 
program events will be held Friday and Saturday. 

The traditional wine and cheese hospitality reception will be held on Thursday night, and we 
hope to have a special treat for everyone. Donations to support this reception will be greatly 
appreciated and should be mailed to Convention Chairman Bill Eckberg at the address 
below. 

The Colonial, Half Cent and Large Cent Happenings will follow the reception. 

Annapolis’ location and history provides opportunities for numerous interesting day trips. We 
have tentatively scheduled a tour of the United States Naval Academy and some other sites of 
historical interest. In addition, there is a discussion of getting a tew members a chance to look at 
the early copper in the vaults of the National Numismatic Collection. Informal trips can also 
easily be made to Washington, DC, Baltimore, MD, the Chesapeake Bay and the Delmarva 
Peninsula with beautiful its ocean beaches and barrier islands. 

For more information, contact: 

Bill Eckberg 
P.O. Box 19079 
Alexandria, VA 22320 

tel: (703)518-8388 
fax: (202) 806-4564 
email: halfcent@mac.com 
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Hotel Annapolis 


From Washington DC: 

Take Route 50 East to Exit 22 (Rt. 665, Aris T. Allen Blvd., RivaRoad). Follow signs to Riva 
Road and make a left at the traffic light onto Riva Road. At the second traffic light, make a left 
onto Holiday Court. The Radisson Hotel is at the end of the road. 

From Baltimore: 

Take 1-95 South to 1-695 South. Exit onto 1-97 South, continue on Route 50 East to Exit 22 (Rt. 
665, Aris T. Allen Blvd., to Riva Road). Follow signs to Riva Road and make a left at the traffic 
light onto Riva Road. At the second traffic light, make a left onto Holiday Court. The Radisson 
Hotel is at the end of the road. 

From Western Maryland: 

Take 1-70 East to 1-695 South. Exit onto 1-97 South, continue on Route 50 East to Exit 22 (Rt. 
665, Aris T. Allen Blvd., to Riva Road). Follow signs to Riva Road and make a left at the traffic 
light onto Riva Road. At the second traffic light, make a left onto Holiday Court. The Radisson 
Hotel is at the end of the road. 

From the Eastern Shore: 

Take Route 50 West across the Bay Bridge. Continue on Route 50 to Exit 22 (Rt. 665, Aris T. 
Allen Blvd., to Riva Road). Follow signs to Riva Road and make a left at the traffic light onto 
Riva Road. At the second traffic light, make a left onto Holiday Court. The Radisson Hotel is at 
the end of the road. 

From Baltimore-Washington International Airport: 

Exit BWI on I- 1 95. Take the first exit toward 1-97/Annapolis/Bay Bridge, merge onto Aviation 
Blvd. And turn LEFT onto Dorsey Rd./MD-176 E and merge onto 1-97 S toward Annapolis/Bay 
Bridge. Continue on Route 50 East to Exit 22 (Rt. 665, Aris T. Allen Blvd., to Riva Road). 
Follow signs to Riva Road and make a left at the traffic light onto Riva Road. At the second 
traffic light, make a left onto Holiday Court. The Radisson Hotel is at the end of the road. 

Please Note: Holiday Court is at the intersection where Forest Drive meets Riva Road. 


210 Holiday Court Annapolis, MD 25401 
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CALL FOR EXHIBITS - EAC 2005 

Steve Carr 


This is the first call for exhibits at EAC 2005, April 21-24 in Annapolis. We had a 
number of excellent exhibits at EAC 2003 in Cincinnati. I would like to have even more at 
EAC 2005. 

If you have exhibited your coppers at EAC before, think about doing it again. If 
you have not exhibited at EAC before, don’t be shy. Give it a try! Doing a display is not 
difficult, requires only as much time as you want to invest, and lets you “brag” a little 
about your coppers. If you have never exhibited before, instructions are included in the 
November 2002 issue of Penny-Wise (see the ‘Talking Beginners” column). If you do not 
have that issue of Penny-Wise, contact me and I will email or send you a copy. 

Any early American coppers are welcome. Don’t worry if your coins are not R-8s 
or cc level. Just show them and tell their story. Let’s see how many nice exhibits we can 
have in Annapolis. 

If you are interested in exhibiting, or have any questions, contact me - Steve Carr, 
6815 W. 82 St., Overland Park, KS 66204, phone (913) 383-2568, or email 
scarr4002@everestkc.net . If you would like to exhibit, let me know the title of your 
exhibit, a short description, and how many cases you will need. 

Remember, you have a captive audience of copper people at EAC. There is not a 
better group around to appreciate your coppers. 

************* 


2005 EAC Election 

The EAC election ballot for the 2005 to 2008 term appears at the back of this issue. Please 
mark your choices and mail to. 

Col. Steve Ellsworth 
P.O. Box 498 
Clifton, VA 20124-0498 

Or if you would like to vote via email send your selections to buttemet@buttemut.org. 

Be sure to identify yourself list your region and EAC number so that we may verify that 
you’ve voted for regional officers in the correct region. Votes received up to April 1, 2005 
will be considered valid. If you vote for officers in the wrong region, only your national 
officer votes will be counted. 

Note from the president: 

I would like to thank Col. Steve Ellsworth, Mike Packard and Tett for stepping up to be our 
2005 Nominating Committee. We have an excellent slate of candidates, with two contested 

regional offices. Please mail or email your votes to Steve before April 1 st . Thanks! -JW 

************* 
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2005 HALF CENT HAPPENING 
Greg Heim 


The only thing that is concrete as of this point is we will have a coin in the 18th century 
(suggestions welcome), the 1804 "C-3" (by request), an 1805 variety, a Classic Head 
(suggestions once again welcome), and all of the varieties of 1844 Proofs. You can contact me 
at P.O. Box 277, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or by e-mail at gynandroidhead@comcast.net. 

Because of the birth of our third child and my increased travel schedule, this will be the last year 
I can do the Half Cent Happening. It has been my pleasure to do this since 1999, and I will be 
more than happy to aid my successor in making this event the highlight of future EAC 
Conventions. 


************* 

WEST COAST REGIONAL MEETING 
Phil Moore 


Dan Demeo chaired the District 7 meeting at the Long Beach Coin Show, 7:00 PM, Friday, 
September 10, 2004. 

Those in attendance were: 

Phil Moore 
Bill Noyes 
Dan Demeo 
Tom Reynolds 
Gary Rosner 

The meeting was called to 
their collecting interests. 

There was no formal program so our chairman opened the floor to announcements of current and 
upcoming events. In the recent Superior Auction sale of the Ronnie Adams - John Ward - C. 
Douglas Smith collections, it was reported that prices were very strong for the early copper. The 
total hammer price for the 1100 + lots of copper was $1.3 Million. 

The Wes Rasmussen collection of early and mid dates will be sold by Heritage Auction Galleries 
in January 2005 at the FUN Show in Fort Lauderdale. One attendee, who is from Fort 
Lauderdale, said the airport was only about three miles from the convention center and hotel 
rates were reasonable. The reason for the new location is because the convention center in 
Orlando is partially closed for renovations. 

Our chairman then asked if there were any new finds on the floor of which none were reported. 
A discussion ensued on the 1833 Liberian One Cent Token, of which there are seven known 
Varieties. Ron Guth discovered a second known example of a particular variety recently. The 
only other known example of this variety is in the ANS collection. These tokens were struck in 
the U.S. although it has not been determined if they are a U.S. Mint product or a private issue. 


Eugene Stemlicht 
Nancy Yamasaki 
Bryan Yamasaki 
Ron Shintaku 
Manuel Mancebo 

order and each of the participants introduced themselves and stated 
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The meeting was then adjourned. Our next scheduled western regional meeting will be at the 
Long Beach Show on Friday, February 25, 2005 at 7:00 PM. 

ft************ 

EAC AT PAN 
Robert Zavos 


An EAC meeting was held in conjunction with the Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists 
(PAN) Fall Coin Show and Convention in Monroeville, PA, on October 23, 2004. Eight 
members and guests were present: 


Bill Cowbum 
Tom Reynolds 
Bill Harbison 
Jim McGuigan 


Dave Lomardo 
Jerry Kochel 
Rod Burress 
Robert Zavos 


After the introductions the discussions started with recent auction sales. Several dealers attended 
Superior's sale of the Ronnie Adams, John Ward, and C. Douglas Smith Collections in early 
September. Although attendance was initially low, prices were strong for the rare coins 
indicating strong mail and eBay bids. A few of the major dealers were representing many 
different strong bidders and that also kept prices going higher. The next major early copper sale 
is the Wes Rasmussen Collection of Large Cents at the 2005 FUN in Fort Lauderdale in early 
January. One dealer who had previewed the collection said there are many scarce and high grade 
coins as well as a few modest offerings so that everyone should find some interesting material. 
Another person suggested the new venue in Fort Lauderdale, which is several hours further south 
from the normal Orlando site, could hold down attendance a bit. Attendees were also starting to 
look forward to the Annapolis EAC Convention in April. As far as local cherry picks there were 
none reported by the meeting time, although last year we had two significant finds by one EAC 
dealer. After some more discussion on dual slab and EAC grading in the Rasmussen Sale and a 
few other subjects, the meeting adjourned to a busy bourse. 


ft************ 


OBITUARY 

James L. Corrado, EAC #803 

Early American Coppers, Inc., was saddened to learn of the passing away of Jim Corrado from 
complications of gallbladder infection and pancreatitis. Jim was a very skilled, resourceful 
purchasing manager and held positions with several manufacturing firms over a 30 year or so 
period. 

Jim became interested in U.S. coins as a teenager in the late 1950s and frequented his 
neighborhood coin shop owned by Ted Rogers (Lexington Coin Shop of Norwood, OH). This 
was one of the true old-time coin shops, almost like a small library — roomy with table and chairs 
and shelves of coin books. Jim collected several series of U.S. coins and U.S. coin errors. He 
vest-pocket traded other coins to help finance what he wanted to collect. I met Jim in the early- 
to-mid 1970s, and we talked about large cents. He studied a large display of my collection at a 
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local coin show and decided he wanted to acquire the die variety reference books and join EAC. 
He began seriously collecting middle date large cents and very astutely put together one of the 
better collections in a relatively short period of time. I purchased for him (as his agent) 
specimens from the Robbie Brown I, Jack Robinson, Bob Matthews, Dennis Mendelson and 
other auctions. 


Jim's great inner-strength of character was demonstrated during his later years as he nursed and 
coordinated the care for his wife, Judy, who was stricken with Lou Gehrig's disease in the early 
1990s. He is survived by four children in their 30s: Melissa, Gina, Judy Lynn and Mike. His 
wife, Judy, passed away just a few days after Jim's death. We extend our heartfelt sympathy to 
the family of Jim and Judy Corrado. We also want to thank EAC member, Wally Gilligan, also a 
friend of Jim's, who gave an excellent eulogy at the funeral. 

- Rod Burress 


OBITUARY 

John A. Perkins, EAC #4429 


Early American Coppers, Inc., was further saddened to learn of the passing away of John Perkins 
of Kenosha, WI, formerly of Chicago, IL. John was a knowledgeable and personable furniture 
salesman who worked for various furniture firms of the Chicago and Wisconsin areas. He was 
never able to attend an EAC Convention but enjoyed participating in the EAC and Superior 
Galleries Auctions in the pursuit of early date large cents. 


We extend our heartfelt sympathies to his wife, Laurie Ann. 


- Rod Burress 


************* 

NEW CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W . 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individuals are received by the 
Membership Committee before the January issue of P-W. all will be declared elected to full 
membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 9743 
Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 


NAME 

CITY, STATE 

MEMBER NO 

Paul Ashbrook 

Dunedin, FL 

5244 

Joseph J. Fanell 

Columbus, OH 

5245 

David S. White 

Los Angeles, CA 

5246 

Thad Tatum 

Plano, TX 

5247 

W. Brien Pierce 

Lewes, DE 

5248 

Robert J. Galiette 

Essex, CT 

5249 

Michael E. Kelley 

Grand Rapids, MI 

5250 

Bruce McCollum 

Placentia, CA 

************* 

5251 
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Provenance Lost - Provenance Found 

Bill Eckberg 


Because my copper collecting is done on a budget, I have to have a strategy for buying that 
includes an absolute limit on what I will spend. The result is that I very often see coins that I 
think I must have but know I can’t afford. Last April the expense of flying coasl-to-coast for 
myself and my wife meant that I had an even more limited than usual amount of money to spend 
on copper at the EAC Convention and show. 

Only one coin in a dealer’s case REALLY spoke to me that weekend. Tony Terranova had a 
middle die state 1804 C8 in a PCGS AU58 holder, offered at what I thought was an eminently 
fair price. There was no provenance given. I collect this variety by die state, and it was state M 
4.0 with the obverse cud raised only over the L, and as such a very scarce die state. Looking at 
the coin with a good glass, I could see she had full cartwheel including on Ms. Liberty’s cheek, 
and the only mark of note was an old nick on her jaw. I couldn’t figure out why PCGS didn’t call 
that coin at least a 62 BN. She was certainly no worse than AU58 by the most conservative EAC 
standards. I actually felt guilty lusting after her with my wife standing by me. Obviously, I had to 
have her, but there was a problem: the EAC Sale was yet to come, and there were pieces in it that 
I wanted. I knew I couldn’t have both, so being a native Midwesterner, I did the only thing I 
could do. Nothing. Or to put a better spin on it, I decided that the prudent course would be to see 
what happened at the Sale and come back on Sunday if I got shut out. 

That evening, the Sale went on as usual. Some lots went for bargain prices, and I thought I 
should be bidding on them, but the ones I wanted hadn’t come up yet, so i held off. “My” lots 
finally took their turn, but they hammered for more than I was willing to pay. That wasn’t so 
bad, though, for either the consigners or for me. I knew I would get the lovely lady with her 
tongue sticking out. 

Alas, by the time I got to the bourse on Sunday, Tony had packed up and left. Now, of 
course, I was becoming obsessed! So, Monday morning I called him in New York. Fortunately, 
he still had the coin; he sent her to me, and I mailed him a check. She was waiting for me at my 
post office the next afternoon. 


My new 1804 C8, 
die state M4.0. 1 
take digital photos 
of each of my new 
half cents. The 
photo of this coin 
proved to be 
critical to the 
process of 
reestablishing her 
provenance. 



-323- 


XXXVIII / 225 


I often discuss my new Draped Bust purchases with Ed Fuhrman, who has this amazing 
ability to recall and identify specific half cents. How he can have that powerful a memory is 
beyond me. I have ever seen anyone else who can do it like he does. Many of you may remember 
that he recently cherrypicked what is probably the finest known 1804 C3, the “Spikeless Chin 
on Teletrade. I emailed him the photo, and within moments received this reply: “Wow, nice 
coin!!! I recognize this piece. It's one of Bill Weber's coins: lot #2308. ” He further added that it 
had been “floating around for a bit in some auctions after the Weber sale,” indicating to me that 
it must have been bought by a dealer who was trying to flip if for a profit, without success. 

I pulled out my Weber catalog, scoped out the photo and description of lot #2308, and sure 
enough, Ed was right. My coin used to belong to Bill. Amazingly, Bob Grellman had graded her 
the same as PCGS - AU58. 1 guess even PCGS gets it right occasionally! The newly discovered 
pedigree was a great bonus. I had gotten a couple of coins in the Weber Sale, but hadn’t bid on 
this one, knowing that there were a couple of others I wanted much more at the time. There was 
another bonus in buying her from Tony. The price I paid was several hundred dollars less than 
she brought at the Superior auction! Somebody lost a bundle on her, but his loss was my gain. 

However, in the process the intermediate dealer had buried the provenance. Why? I think 
most any half cent collector would be more favorably inclined to purchase the coin if he knew 
her provenance. Since she was sold at least twice for a lot less without the provenance than she 
got with it, the data support that idea. I can only guess that the buyer at the Weber sale must have 
thought he could get it into a slab as Mint State. Failing that, he unloaded it at a loss. The truly 
dumb move was not retaining the provenance when he couldn’t get it into a MS63 slab. 

Fortunately, the story has a happy ending both for me and for the Lady with the Spiked Chin 
and Protruding Tongue. She now resides again with two of Bill s other half-sisters, both the 
same age as she — a Cl and a Cl 1. The 1804 Cl shares the same obverse die with the C8, so I 
suppose that one is more closely related to her than the other. I am now the proud custodian of 
three of Bills coins instead of just two. But most importantly, thanks to Ed Fuhrman and his 
eagle eye, she of the Spiked Chin and Protruding Tongue has her provenance back, and I am 
very pleased to know that my little collection has been added to it. 

************* 




* US Colonial Coins *Pre- 1835 US Gold, Silver & Copper 
* Want Lists Serviced * Illustrated Price List Available 


1*800* COINS *99 
TEL: 203.271.2643 
FACSIMILE: 203.271.2476 


COIN RARITIES 

/v? . Y.r/st'i 
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PMB 994 NORTH COLONY ROAD WALLINGFORD, CT. 06492 


www.earlycoins.com 
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HOW WE FEEL ABOUT ALL THOSE COPPER PROBLEMS 

Chapter Two 


James Highy 


We ve been pursuing the 1 809 iarge cent for over a year now, and in the meantime, 
narrowing our quest to the point where we need the 1793, the S799, the 1804, maybe a 
couple upgrades, and... the 1809. We are justifiably intimidated by the 'big three” but 
never give up hope. After all, we’ll be getting a nice tax refund this spring, and can 
earmark the funds for our copper habit We haven’t heard anything back from our many 
phone calls to copper dealers. Nor have any of the shows, big or small, yielded much in 
the way of what we need. We’ve stopped crying by the phone, waiting for a call. Well, 
we DID get one return call: “I just got an 1 809 you might be interested in! It has XF-45 
details, but I’ve netted it to F-12 because of the corrosion, rim bumps, and a couple 
scratches on Miss Liberty’s nose. 1 need $500 for it. You WERE looking fora Fine-12, 
weren’t you?” 

We begin to feel the same way about the set of large cents as we did about that 
cheerleader back in high school that we knew would never fall for us: beautiful, but 
untouchable. Nevertheless, we did manage to marry a fine wife, who gave us fine sons 
and a daughter, who is a reasonable cook, and who gives us tolerable grief about our coin 
adventures. We drive a halfway decent, late model car (not a Lexus like the Boss and Mr. 
Shylock drive, but a conservative sedan with only a couple of door dents and a scratch 
from getting too close to the curb one time). Our 401(k) is, well, it’s okay, not quite what 
we expected it would be, actually not at all what we expected it to be from the 
perspective of 1998, but it’s okay, just not what we expected. Our health is not bad for a 
person our age, but we’ve noticed somewhat of a slowdown the last few years, and the 
doctor is suggesting that we take on a few medications and take off a tew pounds. We’d 
kind of like to complete that set of large cents before retirement, which is a few years 
away. Actually, we d like to complete it much sooner, so that vve could have it and enjoy 
it for quite a while before then. 


We ve learned about EAC grading by now and discovered we have made a few 
mistakes along the way A couple of our coins, we conclude, would probably be called 
SCUDZY by our copper dealer friends, and a few more might be AVERAGE MINUS. 
But, we love em! Warts and all, we love 'em! We’ve touched 'em, we’ve stared at 'em, 
we’ve hugged ‘em, we’ve attributed and re-attributed ‘em, we’ve traveled in the pockets 
they traveled in: pockets of such luminaries as Charles Coatsworth Pinckney and maybe, 
just maybe, even Millard Fillmore! We marvel at how they have survived all these years. 
Why, they ALL survived even the Civil War! So, why not just forgive their shortcomings 
and love them just as they are? 
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Just as they are. That’s how all copper enthusiasts must approach the subject of 
collecting. Of all the surviving copper coins, what is the percentage of ABSOLUTELY 
PERFECT coins? Ten percent? Five percent? One-hundredth of a percent? Probably 
still way too high. The fact is, we must leam to deal with the problems of nearly every' 
piece made available to us. And that’s a key word: AVAILABLE. According to the 

1 7 1 * 1 edition of COR the 1 809 large cent, for example, is R-5 in “Choice” and R-3+ in 
“Average.” That translates to 46 to 60 “Choice” pieces in all grades, and 201 to 300 
“Average” pieces, again in all grades. That gives us a range of 247 to 360 pieces 
somewhere out there. It’s safe to say that many of those are in “strong hands, that is, in 
collections that won’t come to market anytime soon. It’s safe to say that many of them 
are in high grades to which we may not aspire. It’s also safe to say that of the “Average ’ 
pieces, many have problems ranging from minor circulation marks to other defects fairly 
serious, but not enough so to merit a Scudzy designation. So, it’s safe to conclude that if 
we are to own an 1 809 we may have to settle for less than perfection in this arena, just as 
we have in other arenas of life. If we are willing to do this, we can increase the odds of an 
acceptable piece being made AVAILABLE to us. Actually, by determining what large 
cent defects we are willing to tolerate, we are making OURSELVES more available to the 
large cents. 

Defects in large cents come in a number of categories: mint-made, environment- 
made, and man-made. Planchet clips, weak strikes, uneven strikes, rusted dies, cracked 
dies, and poor alloy all come to mind as examples of problems of mint origin. Roughness, 
corrosion, scratches, circulation marks, digs, ugly toning, and rim bumps all have occurred 
through carelessness and indifference toward the coppers themselves in the course of their 
intended use. Some coppers even suffer man-made abuse: holes drilled, graffiti, tooling, 
edge filing, and that old nemesis of all kinds of coins, cleaning. Counterstamping might be 
added to this list, but, all else being equal, often puts the large cent into another collectible 
and desirable category indeed! 

Flow do we sort all these defects? What defects or combination of defects equals 
what “point deduction” under the EAC grading scheme? It helps immeasurably to study 
the inventories, grading, and pricing of the experienced, major EAC copper dealers and see 
the results of their “net” grading. But the central issue for each and every one of us, that 
must be answered each and every time we buy copper, is. How do we feel about all 
those copper problems?” Could we list them in descending order of seriousness? Would 
our list be at all similar to the lists of other collectors or even dealers? What does our list 
imply in the arena of value received vs. price paid? Without, I hope, letting my personal 
biases show through too much, in Chapter Three I will begin a discussion of the various 
problems found on copper, and speculate as to how we really feel about them. 

************* 
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A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO BIDDING AT AUCTIONS 


Ray Rouse 

One of the realities for most copper collectors is that in order to build a collection 
it is necessary to see a lot of early copper. Normally we try to do this by going to 
shows, conventions, and auctions. However, collectors who are not yet retired have to 
earn or maintain a living and don’t often have the time to attend many shows, conventions 
or auctions a year; and once retired, many people are on fixed or limited incomes and 
don’t have the money to attend many distant shows, conventions, and auctions. Thus 
most collectors are never going to get to enough shows, conventions, and auctions to see 
in person the range of copper material that comes on the market. 

Now building a collection of early copper without attending many of these events 
may be possible, but no ad in a coin magazine, description in a fixed price list, or third 
party certification of grade substitutes for seeing the coin before you decide if it is right 
for you. Of course with the advent of the Internet many coins can be viewed on e-Bay or 
dealer web sites. Still, pictures as well as coins can be doctored or of such poor quality 
that they do little to help you determine if this is the right coin for your collection. (A 
good example of this is the coins in PCGS holders that Heritage puts on e-Bay, great 
coins but the slab pictures are of such poor quality that you have no way to evaluate the 
coin other than its slab grade) 

Now dealers you have bought from in the past can and will send you coins from 
their inventories on request for your approval. However, few dealers are keeping their 
fixed price lists or Internet inventories current (to include pictures, though they are getting 
better at it) because the rapid turnover of merchandise makes this a difficult and time 
consuming process. Thus only the most expensive items receive this up-to-date 
treatment. What then is a collector of modest means to do? 

One suggestion is to buy coins at auctions. The procedure is relatively simple. 
First you must get your hands on an auction catalogue for an upcoming sale. You can 
order the catalogue by sending in your check to the auction house. Some houses will take 
phone orders billed to your credit card, and some firms try to get you to subscribe to a 
year’s worth of their catalogues. A word of caution here; if you are collecting early 
copper a lot of auction catalogues will be of little use to you as they will have few if any 
items of interest to offer (of course the same thing could be said if you collected $50 gold 
pieces). Thus I don’t recommend subscribing to all of a large general purpose numismatic 
firm’s catalogues. However, if you have spent a substantial amount of money for a single 
coin within the last year, some firms will send you their catalogues when you send in 
documentation (copies of cancelled checks and bills marked paid in lull from established 
coin firms). Of course you will get some auction catalogues “free” from dealers you have 
done business with and from the annual EAC sale. 
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Once you have the catalogue in your hands it is time to do your ‘‘homework”. 
The index, if there is one, will tell you the lot numbers where colonials, half cents and 
large cents are offered. Turn to the appropriate section and browse to your heart’s 
content. You will notice that some coins are pictured and some are not (generally the less 
expensive items). Now some catalogues have magnificent pictures of knock’em dead 
coins, for example the American Numismatic Rarities July 23, 2004 sale of the Oliver 
Jung Collection, has only eleven lots total of half cents and large cents, but this includes a 
1793 Chain in PCGS MS-65 BN and other impossible items. Frankly, the only time I 
expect to see these items is at a “Happening” on a Thursday night at the EAC 
convention. Stack’s June 23-26, 2004 Classics Sale is more typical of the large firm 
offerings in that of the 3700+ lots in part 11 of their sale they have 70+ half cent lots and 
almost 150 large cent lots, moreover the grades range lfom an NCS MS-66 late date large 
cent to a G-5 Liberty Cap (my type of catalogue, something for everyone). Of course for 
the copper collector the McCawley-Grellman and Superior Galleries copper sales often 
have over a thousand lots of collectable copper, the vast majority of which are pictured, 
thus moving their catalogues to the “must have” category’. 


Now for purposes of doing our “homework” 1 am going to use Superior Galleries 
catalogue of the September 5, 2004 Ronnie Adam - John Ward — C. Douglas Smith sale. I 
am using this because it is reasonably current and as a member of EAC you probably have 
one. One of the good things about this catalogue is that there are multiple examples of 
some varieties in a range of grades. This is a great place to get a reality check of prices 
realized against what you would expect these coins to cost when you used a price guide 
such as “Penny Prices”. For example, pages 98 and 99 of the catalogue have four 1 807 S- 
274 large cents graded as VF30, F 1 2, VG 1 0, and VG8 and six S-276 large cents graded as 
EF40, VF35, VF20, F 15, F12, and VG8. Now with “Penny Prices” as a guide you might 


expect the following: 


LOT 

DATE 

VARIETY 

GRADE 

604 

1807 

S-274 

VG-8 

606 

1807 

S-274 

VG-10 

605 

1807 

S-274 

F-12 

603 

1807 

S-274 

VF-30 

610 

1807 

S-276 

VG-8 

611 

1807 

S-276 

F-12 

609 

1807 

S-276 

F-15 

608 

1807 

S-276 

VF-20 

607 

1807 

S-276 

VF-35 

612 

1807 

S-276 

EF-40 


EXPECTED PRICE 

ACTUAL PRICE* 

$75 

$218 

$125 

$299 

$175 

$431 

$2500 

$1495 

$75 

$92 

$135 

$299 

$265 

$288 

$400 

$367 

$2000 

$863 

$3000 

$2990 


(The lot numbers are out of order because I want to show the grade price progression and 
often the better of duplicate varieties is shown first.) 


* The actual price is the hammer plus 15% Buyer’s Commission rounded to the nearest 
dollar. 
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Of the ten lots listed, four brought about double what your price guide indicated 
(lots 604, 605, 606, and 61 1) four lots were about as expected (lots 608, 609, 610, and 
6 12) and two went for considerably less than expected (lots 603 and 607). Now while 
the above results may seem strange they are perfectly normal for any auction with some 
coins selling for more than you expect some less and some right on. 

Your "‘homework” is to leam about auctions by going through the entire auction 
lots of the series you collect and using your price guide, the pictures, and the written 
descriptions, write the price down that you expect each lot to bring. The dealers do this 
(of course they are at the sale and get to actually look at all the lots before the auction, but 
remember they are making recommendations to their collector base and buying items for 
inventory' at their next coin show). I can’t resist a story' here. 

Some years ago (Nov 29, 1989), I was at the James A Stack, Sr. sale in New York 
City. This was an auction that included a large number of copper lots. Of course the 
major copper dealers where there to bid for collectors and buy coins for their inventories. 
The prices were high and some of the dealers kept shaking their heads when they 
repeatedly failed to obtain many of the coins on which they were bidding. About 
hallway through the copper part of the sale Chris McCawley, who had been having little 
success before (his paddle was up but it had been coming down before the final bid) began 
to buy many of the coins at these very strong prices. Afterward, when a group of us 
went to the Carnegie deli for a midnight snack, I ask him what happened. He told me that 
he could not afford to fly to New York, stay a couple of nights at a downtown hotel, 
spend perhaps $1000 or more , and return home with no new inventory for his next 
show. Well, if you are a collector of modest means, neither can you! Back to basics. 

Now when you get a prices realized list you can compare the prices realized with 
those you would have expected using the price guide. Moreover you can examine the 
pictures and the written descriptions again to decide if the coin offered was better or 
worse than average for that grade. Were the prices realized better or worse than you 
expected? Was there a coin or two that brought much stronger prices than you thought it 
would? Why? Was one coin a “steal”? If so why? (You might also note how realistic a 
predictor your price guide is.) 

Now after you have done this with six or eight catalogues you will begin to realize 
that almost all copper sales will have coins selling for prices that you just didn’t imagine 
and coins selling for bargain basement prices. The problem of course is that the coins you 
like all sell tor those astronomical prices. At least that is the way it seems. And when you 
try to buy something at an auction by sending in a mail bid, you never seem to get 
anything; or if you do, it is a coin you really don’t like when you actually see it. What is 
going on here? 
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Well for one thing, you have to remember that almost everyone is using the same 
price guide. So everyone starts out expecting to bid in the same price range for the coin, 
but of course only one person is going to get it. Thus in most cases any coin that is nicer 
than expected from the photo or written description goes to a floor bidder at a price more 
than the mail bidder expected to have to pay. That is just the case, the floor bidders 
actually got to look at it and they know that it is nicer than the description, thus they 
almost always outbid anyone who does not know how good the coin is. Thus if you see a 
higher than expected price on a coin that was not pictured you can expect that it went to a 
floor bidder who actually saw it. (Lot numbers 604 and 605 from above are examples.) 
The opposite is true of course for any coin that looks worse than its photo or written 
description would indicate. Again the floor bidders saw the coin so they know it is bad, 
thus they pass and it goes to the mail bidder. Of course when the mail bidder gets it he 
often wishes that he had something else. Thus if you can’t attend the auction in person, 
it helps to have someone to represent you at the sale. In lieu of your seeing the coin it 
helps to have someone whose judgment you trust render an opinion of it. This means a 
coin dealer. 

The coin dealer provides a number of services for a collector at an auction. First, 
the dealer spent his or her time and money to arrive at the sale in time to preview all the 
lots before they attend the auction. This is important because besides time, if you live on 
the east coast and the auction is say in Long Beach or Beverly Hills, your costs to fly to 
the city where the auction occurs, get a taxi to the hotel, stay one or more nights, eat out 
at local restaurants, attend the sale, and then return home would no doubt be close to 
$1000. If your budget for the sale is say $1000, then if you attend the sale in person you 
can’t buy any coins for your collection as you have spent all your available lunds. 

Second, the dealer provides a service by using his or her judgment as to whether or 
not the coin in the sale would fit into your collection. This presupposes that the dealer 
has sold you other material and thus they have a good idea of the kind of coins that you 
buy when you see them on the bourse floor. Moreover it you work with a dealer and you 
have told them what items in the sale you are interested in, they will call you back before 
the sale but after they have seen the coins to discuss which items are right for you and 
how much you can expect to have to pay for them. Thus you can reject some coins 
before the sale and refine your bids on the others. Let me give you an illustration of how 
it works. 

When the Roger S. Cohen. Jr. Collection of Half Cents went on sale on February 
2, 1992, 1 as well as all the half cent collecting community took notice. Roger’s collection 
was magnificent with numerous duplicates of tough varieties in all grades of condition. 
Moreover, Roger’s personality and his sharing of information made him a model of what a 
collector should be. In any case a dealer, Don VaJenziano Jr, sent me a note that stated in 
part “As you may know this is the only complete collection of Half Cents, by variety, 
ever assembled. Interestingly it includes items worth a couple hundred to many 
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thousands of dollars. I know it has a ‘number’ you need, in your price range.” I called 
Don and told him that I would like to get a variety f didn’t have in the sale and the most I 
could bid was $ 1500. (Back then the normal Buyer’s Commission was a more reasonable 
ten percent rather than today’s 15%) After he had viewed the lots Don called and we 
discussed the following possibilities: an 1794 C3a,a tough Rarity 5 of which there were 
three in the sale: lot 16 would probably go for more than I could afford, lot 17 was 
possible, and I wasn’t interested in lot 18; another possibility was a 1794 C8, again a 
Rarity 5, this one with four examples available, lots 32 and 33 were possible with lot 34 
(the best of them) expected to be more than I could afford, and my having no interest in 
lot 35, an additional chance was a 1797 C3b, with four listed and the one 1 wanted (lot 90) 
being possible. I also told Don that as soon as he got me one coin I was out because as 
much as I would like to get some others, I just couldn’t afford it. 


After the sale I received my successful bid in the mail along with my bill. 


Lot 17 a 1794 C-3a half cent $1050.00 

$ 105.00 
$ 57.75 
$ 7.25 

Total $1220.00 


costs (hammer) 

Buyers Commission (10%) 
Dealers Fee (5% of above costs) 
Shipping & Handling 


Now since at that time I was living in New York City (Flushing, Queens), I 
certainly could not afford to miss work, fly to the west coast, and attend the auction 
(though 1 certainly would have enjoyed it) for the $65 it cost me to have a dealer buy the 
coin for me. Moreover 1 got the benefit of their judgment as to what coins in the sale fit 
my collection and my budget. 


I got a coin I wanted from the auction. Try auction bidding through a dealer; 
perhaps you will get the coin you want too. 


************* 


MAKING SENSE 
JohnD. Wright 

International events of much interest are lacking for this year, and local events seem to 
center around political wrangling. Charles Carroll, the last surviving signer of the 11 S 
Declaration of Independence dies this year at age 95. The U S. Army’s daily liquor ration is 
abolished this year, ending a tradition established over a century earlier under the British. 

"Phrenology" is introduced to America this year. This "science” proposes to identify a 
person’s moral character and intellectual capacity by studying die shape and protuberances of 
the skull. This year the Oregon Trail becomes the main route for settlers headed for Oregon 
Territory. The Trail runs from Independence, Missouri, through the Platte and Snake River 
Valleys to die mouth of the Columbia River. 

A transcontinental railroad is suggested in print for the first time this year. This proposal 
will become real in 1855 across Panama (the world’s first transcontinental railroad: 48 miles), 
in 1869 across die United States, in 1885 across Canada, in 1905 across Eurasia, and in 1912 
across Australia. There is still no transcontinental railroad for South America or Africa. 
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The "Black Hawk War" begins and ends this year as Black Hawk leads a band of Sauk 
Indians across the Mississippi River to reclaim their ceded lands in die Wisconsin Territory . 
Within four months they are clearly defeated at the "Massacre of Bad Axe”, Two U.S. soldiers 
serving in this war are Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis. 

The cholera pandemic reaches the U.S. this year, as 4000 die lfom it in New Y ork City 
in June. Hie disease spreads west and south, killing 6000 in New 7 Orleans and decimating 
several Indian nations. The New England Anti-Slavery Society is founded this year in Boston. 

The Ohio and Erie Canal is completed this year, connecting Cleveland to the Ohio River. 
The canal has taken seven years to dig. Construction is begun this year in Indiana on the 459- 
mile Wabash CanaL which will take 23 years to complete. "Ann McKim,” the first clipper ship, 
is built this year in Baltimore. The new design boasts extreme length and an enormous area of 
sail, both of which make the clippers die fastest sea vessels of dietr time. The clippers w ill rule 
the seas for several decades. The world’s first streetcar begins service this year in New York 
City. The ’’John Mason” is the first of two horse-drawn cars that can carry' forty passengers 
each. 


President Andrew Jackson vetos the re-charter of die Bank of the United States. The 
U.S. Senate falls five votes short of overriding this veto. The Democratic Party ( formerly die 
Democratic Republican Party) nominates Jackson for a second term. Neither the Party nor the 
President has a platform. Jackson wins a landslide victory' based solely on personal charisma 
and his vehement opposition to the Bank of the U.S. His continuing efforts to kill this bank 
spawn the first widely circulated political tokens here, which will within a few years circulate 
alongside federal-issue coinage. His wholesale distribution of political offices to his supporters 
and friends is defended in a speech by Senator Matey of New Y ork, who proclaims. To the 
victor belongs the spoils of the enemy.” 

South Carolina holds a conv ention which nullifies the federal tariff acts of this year and 
four years earlier. The bill specifies secession from the Union and the use of state militia to 
oppose federal troops should the federal government resort to force. Jackson retaliates by 
reinforcing die federal forts off Charleston and warning South Carolina publicly that "No state 
can secede from the Union,", and that "Disunion by armed force is treason." 

The year was 1832. Tliat die Civil War smouldered for another 29 years before erupting 
into bloodshed is indeed a miracle. It is interesting that the very forts strengthened in 1832 are 
the ones first attacked to begin the Civil War in 1861. 

During 1832 the U.S. mint struck eight denominations of coins. The cents and half 
cents of this year are unremarkable, except for how common are the half cents today for their 
low mintage of only 51,000 pieces. The half dimes, dimes, quarter dollars, and half dollars 
contain nothing really remarkable. The quarter eagles, though quite rare (mintage 4400), are no 
more so than any other pre-1834 quarter eagle. The half eagle of 1832 includes the only 
remarkable U.S. coin of this year - the twelve star variety' (only about a half-dozen known 
today). This is only the second occurrence of a twelve-star die on any U .S. coin. Fortunately, 
if you want "just any twelve-star,” die half cent of 1828 with twelve stars is quite common and 
rather inexpensive. 

So even a "dull" year can provide fascination -- if not for the coins themselv es, then for 
the events and times they represent 

************* 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


MARCH WELLS writes. 

If you have not already been notified, EAC member Jim Corrado passed away recently, I believe it 
was on Wednesday, October 6th. Jim was a very friendly and helpful collector. He helped me early 
on to establish my middle date collection and had an advanced collection of middle dates himself. 
Always cheerful, regardless of a great personal tragedy in his life. Jim's wife Judy developed ALS, 
"Lou Gehrig’s Disease" about fourteen years ago. Totally unable to care for herself, he was a 
devoted husband and caregiver. If there is a heaven, Jim is there with my good friends, Bob 
Matthews and Bill Weber. 


* * * 


DENIS LORING writes, 

In Gene Anderson's letter in the September P-W . one of his suggestions is that "members with known 
writing skills... volunteer to review and make pre-publication suggestions for new writers." If you 
think it's worthwhile, I'll volunteer for such duty. 

Editor's Response : New, would-be contributors take note! And thanks, Denis. 

* * * 


GEORGE KOLBE writes. 

As usual, I enjoyed your comments on "Covering Tracks." Your introductions, or editorials, are 
always thought-provoking and interesting. 

1 11 play devil s advocate regarding the topic at hand. While provenances / pedigrees can be, and 
sometimes are, obscured for nefarious reasons, I'll point out the obvious just in case no one else does. 
There are sound reasons for not divulging sources. Two examples come immediately to mind: 

1) a dealer or collector has purchased part of a collection and does not wish to enable others to 
compete against him in making additional purchases from that source; and, 

2) the seller requests anonymity. 

Further, I do not believe that there is any ethical responsibility to provide such information though, in 
economic terms, it may be foolish not to do so. Some people are secretive; that is their right. It may 
be inimical to numismatic research, or just plain curiosity, but it isn't evil per se. Is it? 

E RIXQR s Response : It's certainly legitimate to avoid stirring up competition for purchases from an 
anonymous source; but that presupposes that a fair price was being paid for the material already 
purchased. Whats fair is certainly negotiable, as well; but I would submit that it doesn't mean 
paying pennies on the dollar when the purchaser knows damn well that the seller doesn't have a clue. 
Th a ts the kind of scenario I was attempting to suggest — perhaps ineptly — when some six-figure 
rarity is publicized with a patently phony-sounding explanation for its sudden appearance. And yes, 
being secretive isn't inherently evil; but speaking as a physician. I've certainly seen the secretive 
taken advantage of, simply because some shark recognized that they'd never tell if they did 
eventually realize that they'd been had. So I'd still cast my vote for full disclosure. 

* * * 
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RANDOLPH FARRAR WRITES, 


I am responding to your editorial concerning the decrease of articles for P-W . 

Penny-Wise is, for me, my connection to copper collecting. I attended the Region #7 meetings prior 
to the Long Beach shows and also the EAC Convention in Las Vegas (1993?). I have certainly 
enjoyed meeting people that I have corresponded with and /or read articles in P-W . 

I am now living on an island in Puget Sound, WA and (by choice) haven't flown to either the Long 
Beach show or the EAC Conventions. My 'collecting' consists of reading numismatic books I got 
while in southern California, reading Region #8 (I look forward to Monday mornings!) and P-W . 

I look forward to the "newbie" articles. Col. Ellsworth's articles on security, Steve Carr's "Talking 
Beginners", John Wright's "Making Sense", personal profiles such as the recent one by Gregg Silvis, 
and the wide variety of articles in MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTOR NOTES. I thoroughly enjoy 
the reports on the EAC Convention and miss Denis Loring's lengthy personal reflections, 

I hope that you see that we need more than research articles, many of which I don't understand and 
scan-read. P-W is certainly the place for the research articles! 

Please keep "keeping on". 


* * * 


BILL ECKBERG writes. 

Congratulations to Gregg Silv is for a well-researched, informative and entertaining article about 
two very well-known half cent collectors and another not-so-well-known, of the early part of 
the last century. Reading it, I gasped at the Guttags claim that Eaton and Aivord had personally 
examined over 50,000 half cents from dealer stocks. Like Gregg, I doubt drat this claim can be 
true. My own analysis of the surviving population of half cents indicates that there are probably 
less than 150,000 known TODAY. If Aivord and Eaton had truly examined more than a third 
of the population known early in die 21st century, it seems that they must have examined nearly 
every single example known to exist 85 years ago. Would this even be possible? Perhaps so, 
but it seems very unlikely to me that two such eagle-eyed researchers looking at such a large 
number of coins could have failed to pick out ANY of die half dozen or so varieties diat have 
been discovered since their deaths. Disregarding the extremely rare 1794 “B Girls' and a 
couple of other extremely rare varieties like the 1808 Cl, there remain at least two collectable 
varieties diat were not known to diem, die 1804 C2, now R6, and 1809 Cl, now R4+ or R5-. 
If they examined a third of diose known to us, how did they miss these - especially the 1809 
Cl? One of those appeared unattnbuted among the first thousand I saw on eBay, and at least 
four others have appeared among die few thousand coins since. Plus, Aivord owned only two 
1804 C7s - apparently the only two known to Gilbert Yet this variety is now R4 with about 
120 examples known. How did Aivord and Eaton miss all of those? In short, I have no doubt 
that Aivord and Eaton looked at a large number of half cents, but the 50,000 figure stretches 
credulity far beyond the breaking point; rather, it must be yet another example of dealer hype. 
At least we can all take some comfort diat today's dealers are only following the grand tradition 
of their forbears! 


* 


4c 
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RICHARD KURTZ writes. 


Although Penny-Wise may not be a thick as it was in the past. I'm still enjoying most (I do skip 
some) of the articles, and always look forward to new issues coming in. Being a student of 
history, Gregg Silvis' article on Eaton, Aivord proved to be quite interesting. 

Because my original interest in coins grew out of an even earlier interest in history, I especially 
enjoy Joint Wright's "Making Sense,” and must confess that 1 have borrowed from it, and from 
several other sources, for talks at local coin club meetings. Would Mr. Wright share with us his 
sources for Ins fascinating articles? 

Thanks again for keeping up tire quality (more important than quantity) of Penny-Wise ! 

* * * 


GREG HEIM writes. 

That was a wonderful piece written by Gregg Silvis in the September issue o fP-W . 1 read the 
article three times and found something new through each read. Without a doubt, Gregg is a 
valuable asset to the Half Cent community. 

* * * 


Dear Harry, 

Coin collectors are, by nature and necessity, clandestine. I have been a member of EAC for 
many years, but have never attended an EAC function or written to EAC. Until now. 

We share a passion and vision for our old copper coins. Our pennies are more than stores of 
value. They are a living connection with history. 

The future of Pgnny-W i$e rests with membership. I should have more free time soon and plan 
to become more active widi my coins. I have many post-1 814 cents purchased forty years ago 
that have not been attributed. I suspect I am not alone. 

Most of the discoveries have been made. EAC has matured at the same time. In my opinion, 
EAC members will continue to support an organization that is dedicated to our old copper 
pennies, even if die discovery era and gold rush days are over. I feel as a new member seeking 
the knowledge and wisdom to better understand the coins I own. The needs of the collector 
seeking knowledge are not serv ed by eBay. 

With gratitude for your efforts, 

Charles Suss, EAC #457 

************* 
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FROM THE INTERNET 


Gene Anderson 


New Members 

Region 8 now has 337 members. Joining since our last report are John Pijewsld, Bob 
Kebler, Rob Galiette, and Tom Pickett. To join, just email Mark Switzer at 
dcl81@olg.com. 

Collector Comments 

Tom Reynolds said he enjoyed Mark Switzer’s account of how he started in copper. He 
hopes others will also share past experiences. Ron Manley responded to Rick Snow’s 
inquiry about a possible new late die state for 1804 C6. Ron stated that the crack through 
the tops of TE in STATES is not new and is described in his description for State 1.0. 
Also, a couple of middle die state coins owned by Ron appear to show the same crack 
visible above E in STATES on Rick’s specimen. Rick’s coin shows a minor unlisted crack 
of an intermediate die state. Thanks, Rick, for bringing it to everyone’s attention. Bill 
Simonson noted that Teletrade has a new return policy. Instead of no question returns 
you must call first and make your case. Bill asks if the general collector public is finally 
wising up to the over-graded slab problem. Dennis Fuoss reported on Session One the 
McCawley-Grellman-Superior auction that took place on September 12, 2004. This 
session involved colonials, half cents, and early date cents. The primary sources for the 
coins in the sale were the estates of Ron Adam, C. Douglas Smith, and John Ward Mr. 
Adam was a good spotter of varieties, and his early date cents contained a number of 
lower grade examples of scarce varieties. John Ward showed his high level of devotion to 
the hobby with both the breadth and the overall quality of his coins. His chain cents and 
many other tough varieties like S48, S103, S150, S218, and S264 were all welcomed back 
to the marketplace with enthusiasm. The Doug Smith coins were the creme-de-la-creme of 
this sale, featuring condition census level early cents that might not be offered again to 
this generation of EAC’ers. Tom Reynolds also stated that the sale was an event with 
huge prices. Early copper is alive and well! Buck Buckmaster reported that draped bust 
large cents made the eBay “Hot Categories Report” for August. This is a measurement of 
the percentage point spread between bid growth and listing growth of auction categories. 
Greg Heim writes that in light of Ed Fuhrman’s recent 1804 C3 find, he is considering 
having this variety for inclusion in the Half Cent Happening at EAC 2005 in Annapolis. 
There will be an 1805 variety, one from 1793-1797, proofs of 1844, and one wild card 
entry. Please send Greg any suggestions you have. Tom Hart bemoaned the difficulty of 
finding a nice 1820 N8. John Kralijevich agreed that this coin was hard to find above the 
fine grade. Gregg Silvis strongly recommended reading Charles Larson’s new book 
Numismatic Forgery . The book is a fascinating and frightening read that should generate 
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some comments in Region 8. Tom Deck reported that lot 535 in Superior’s Adam-Ward- 
Smith auction was not an S-246 but was an S-247. Bill Eckberg congratulated Gregg 
Silvis for a well-researched, informative, and entertaining article about two very well 
known halt cent collectors and another not-so-weil-known collector from the early part of 
the last century. Bill gasped at the Guttags’ claim that Eaton and Alvord had personally 
examined over 50,000 half cents from dealer stocks. He doubts that could be true, as does 
Gregg. Bill’s analysis of the surviving population of half cents indicates that there are 
probably less than 150,000 known today. If Alford and Eaton had truly examined more 

than a third of the population known early in the 21 s * century, it seems that they must 
have examined nearly every single example known to exist 85 years ago. It seems to Bill 
very unlikely that two such eagle-eyed researchers looking at such a large number of coins 
could have failed to pick out any of the half dozen or so varieties that have been 
discovered since their deaths. Disregarding the extremely rare 1794 “B Girls” and a couple 
of other extremely rare varieties like the 1808 Cl, there remain at least two collectable 
varieties that were not known to them, the 1804 C2 (R6) and 1809 Cl (R4+ or R5-). If 
they examined a third of those known to us, how did they miss these-especiaiiy the 1 809 
Cl? Plus, Alvord owned only two 1804 C7s-apparently the only two known to Gilbert. 
Yet this variety is now R4 with about 120 examples known. How did Alvord and Eaton 
miss all ol those? No doubt Alvord and Eaton looked at a large number of half cents, but 
the 50,000 figure stretches credulity far beyond the breaking point. Rather, this is an 
example of dealer hype. Roxanne Himmelstein reported purchasing a 20% off center 
1817 large cent complete will hole. Bill Eckberg pointed out in response to Bob Yuell 
that while much more information is know about the population of half cents as a whole 
compared to large cents, much less is known about the top 20 examples of each variety. 

Inquiries 

Joe Schell had the following questions about Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of Early 
United States Cents . Have there been any addenda or corrections to this book? Is the 
Breen numbering system being accepted/endorsed/acknowledged officially by EAC? Are 
members of the EAC community at large using the Breen numbering system? Denis 
Loring, Mark Engelstad, and Dan Demeo all responded to Joe’s questions about the 
Breen book. Denis said there had been no official addenda or corrections. EAC will not 
take a position on the Breen numbering system. That is up to the collecting community. 
Denis does not think Breen numbers are being used and Sheldon numbers are here to stay. 
Mark stated that he is aware of four photo problems. (1) The photo on page 111 is the 
same as on page 108. (2)Page 103 repeats the photo from page 299. (3) Page 514 repeats 
the photo from page 512. (4) Page 528 repeats the photo from page 526. Dan pointed out 
that Tom Turissini had reported that the 1794 Breen 29 (Sheldon 42) was incorrectly 
indentified as the Adams coin. It was actually the finest known S42, ex Lester Merkin, 
3/68. Other picture errors noted by Dan were (1) The 1793 Breen 16c picture is not the 
Newcomb: 10 coin, but is Halpern: 12. (2) The 1794 Breen 4b picture is repeated as 
Breen 5. (3) The 1796 Breen 12 picture is repeated as Breen 13. (4) The 1798 Breen 36 
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photo is repeated as Breen 37. It should be noted that the pictures used in the book are 
not necessarily the pictures from the auctions cited. Most of the pictures appear to be of 
coins from the Bowers and Merena archives or pictures taken by Jack Collins. Other 
pictures, which had to be obtained from outside sources, are credited. In addition, there 
have been many changes to the condition census data, mostly pedigree extensions due to 
sales subsequent to the census date circa 1997. There are also new finds, re-grades, and a 
few factual errors. Dan said EAC has never endorsed a numbering system, but has just 
allowed it to stand or fall on its own. Some books have received literary awards. Dan does 
not see Breen numbers replacing those of Sheldon Some auction companies have used 
Breen numbers but also included Sheldon numbers. The converse has not been true even 
though the book has been out over three years. Where there is an acceptable series of 
numbers, replacement is gradual or does not occur. Most current collectors were not 
collecting before 1948 when Sheldon numbers replaced a hodgepodge of different 
numbering systems whose reference books were not always available. In Sheldon s case, 
the new numbers were adopted rather quickly. Similarly, the Breen half cent numbers do 
not seem to have ‘•stuck”. Some auction houses used Breen numbers for a period instead 
of CMM or Cohen numbers, but Dan does not believe that is currently true, though some 
continue to list both systems. Dan started with Gilbert numbers, and he still has to think 
before giving a variety number. In order for a new system to replace an old system, there 
has to be an advantage to it. Many old systems, such as still in use today in some of the 
state coinage, used an obverse die/reverse die designation to denote a variety. Certainly, a 
single sequential number replacing that designation is better. Sheldon, which uses a 
number series running throughout the whole 1793-1814 series (nearly 3 00 varieties and at 
least 5 major types) would seem at first to be less flexible than Breen which uses a date 
and numbered varieties for each date. However, the NC designation (non-collectible) 
which is applied to new Sheldon varieties as they are discovered has a certain appeal to 
the collector who only wants the “regular” numbers. Regardless of the fact that many 
NCs are now collectible, they never achieve regular number status under Sheldon. Nearly 
50 years after its publication, the Sheldon revision, Pennv-Whimsv, is still available as a 
reprint. Unfortunately, its rarity' ratings are still regularly quoted on eBay. Buck 
Buckmaster thanked Dave Wnuck for the information he provided in Region 8 
newsletter # 390 (February 2004) regarding a commercial printer/provider of paper 
envelopes. He asks if anyone has used these services or products yet. Does any EAC 
member know if these products are safe for storing coppers? The products are supposed 
to be acid free and pH neutral. Gene Anderson asked for a listing of standard reference 
books on pre-federal coinage minted in the United States. Ray Williams, Frank Noel, 
and David Fanning all supplied information on pre-federal references. Rick Coleman is 
looking for examples of the 1797 lettered edge half cent that shows evidence of the 
“tongue”. Steve Grabski asked why some uncirculated coins are seldom found with 
luster. For example, 1857 half cents are found this way. Dave Lange responded to 
Steve s question by stating that since the 1857 half cents were, we presume, mostly 
withheld from release and melted, it’s likely that the only ones issued were the first 
pieces struck. Since these were coined from fresh dies, they would have satiny or semi- 


- 338 - 


proof like fields, rather than reveling the flow lines that reflect luster. Fred Truex asked 
for help with the provenance of an 1835 N3 he recently purchased. The coin has a 
straight planchet clip from star 10 to star 12. The accompanying flip stated “X-Shadland 
Coin Show Indianapolis, Indiana 12-10-89.” It also had what may be a price code 
“QZNMTXXCCC” Does anyone have any information on this coin? Phyllis 
Thompson and Michael Schmidt both responded to Fred’s call for help. Gerald 
Buckmaster asked about an 1804 C6 Manley 10.5 coin recently sold on eBay. Has 
anyone seen this coin before? 

Fantasy Island 

Stu Schrier visited the island and reported finding a porous G/AG 1804 large cent that 
appeared to have been cleaned and otherwise abused. However, on Fantasy Island also 
known as eBay, this coin was described as “ultra... detail sharp... a beauty... usually 
found in low grade this one has been put away... this is one coin ya just don’t want to 
miss...”. Bill Eckberg pointed out a couple of eBay fantasies related to half cents. The 
first one was advertised as a lettered edge 1797. It was actually a 1797 C2. The second 
coin illustrated “incredible” attribution skills. The unfortunate 1806 half cent was trapped 
in a PCI holder attributed “Small 6, Stems” Don Stoebner reported on a dealer who had 
an 1805 C4 with a “small 5” which made it worth the dealer’s $3,500 asking price. If that 
is out of your price range, the same dealer also had an 1803 “error” coin for $1,500. Bill 
Maryott reported on a 1797 SI 30 which had been bought and sold by the same to people 
on eBay on more than one occasion. Don Stoebner followed up by reporting that both 
of these people were now selling the same coin at the same time! Bill later reported this 
pair suspended by eBay. 

In The Spirit of EAC 

Chuck Heck offered for free 41 lots of books, catalogs, and other cool stuff to anyone in 
Region 8 who called and said they wanted them. These items represented duplicates that 
Chuck did not want to pack in connection with his recent move. Needless to say. Chuck’s 
seconds were eagerly gobbled up by appreciative EAC’ers. Bob Yuell passed out 
complements on recent writing by EAC members. First on his list was Bill Eckberg’s 
article “The Danger in Rarity Ratings”. It was well done and thought provoking. Next 
Gregg Silvis’ article on half cents and half cent collectors Eaton, Alvord, and Bardeen 
was very good. In response to that article’s question of who purchased the Eaton 
collection. Bob would guess Colonel Edward Howland Robinson Green. An inventory of 
the Green collection by acquisition date was sold in Klolbe’s John Ford Reference Library 
Part I June 1, 2004 as lot number 518. Perhaps the inventory owner would be willing to 
see if such an acquisition is shown in the inventory. The Eaton collection needs to be 
pedigreed. Fred Iskra reminded all Common Cents Report members to send in their 
updates or verify that their data is still current. Michael Schmidt says if no one else 
wants to take on maintaining an early date census, that he will tackle the job. 
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The Case of the 1800 Cl Half Cent 


Gerald Buckmaster wrote that a recent acquisition of a low grade 1800 Cl EDS sparked 
his imagination as to the possible sequence of events that may explain why there are both 
State 1,0 and 2.0 examples struck on Boulton & Watt planchets, Walter Breen concluded 
that no Boulton & Watt half cents were struck until September 1800 due to the mint’s 
focus to fill high orders for large cents. Gerald disagrees and believes the July Boulton & 
Watt shipment(s) of half cent planchets (6 casks-400 pounds) and large cent planchets 
(58 casks- 1 1 tons) were both unloaded from the same ship, the Pomona. In the practice of 
overland travel with horse-drawn trucks, the half cent planchets arrived at the mint first. 
It is Gerald’s hypothesis that the 1800 dies, properly stored after running dry of spoiled 
cent stock four to five weeks earlier, were immediately pressed into service striking an 
undocumented run of Boulton & Watt State 1.0 half cents. Furthermore, Gerald believes 
that when mint personnel realized much needed large cent planchets had arrived as well, 
the 1800 half cent dies were abruptly pulled from service and improperly stored in the 
haste to fill the large orders for large cents. This resulted in State 2.0 strikes with rust 
beginning later in September. There are questions to be answered in order to support this 
hypothesis: 

1. Were the ships of the time capable of 1 1.5 tons, or does the term shipment include 

convoys? 

2. What dock did the Pomona unload her cargo? How far from the mint? 

3. How many tons could be pulled by horse-drawn trucks? 

4. How many trucks would it take to transport 58 casks of large cents plus 6 casks ot 

half cents? 

5. Did mint officials know beforehand the contents of the shipment? 

6. Was the mint or shipping company able or prepared to transport 11.5 tons of 

planchets in one trip? 

7. Would six 66 pound casks be arranged in the cargo hold of a ship above or below 

fifty-eight 380 pound casks? 

Anyone with documented evidence relevant to this theory is encouraged to contact 
Gerald. Does anyone know if the die clash occurred before or after the rust ,? Are Boulton 
& Watts planchet shipment records available? 


************* 


SWAPS AND SALES 


EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve lines are free. ADS 
LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND PAID IN ADVANCE. 
Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad is $100. Graphic and halftone 
setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads should be limited to early American 
Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the January 2005, issue is December 31, 2004. All 
ads must include the individual membership number of a current member in good standing. Copy should 
be sent to the Editor, Harry E. Salyards, 606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901 . 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Penny-Wise, does not examine any of the material advertised 
in Penny-Wise , nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American Coppers, Inc. assumes 
no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material described therein) and no part shall 
have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All transactions arising or relating to any 
advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the parties thereto. Complaints concerning 
advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; 
complaints may result in abridgment, suspension, or terminations of membership or advertising 
privileges. 

************* 

What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT, EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN: The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like enjoying a 
personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY : Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing and 
hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, and Sheldon, 
but yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which can be 

used to attribute coins without having my coins available for checking. Your 
pictures are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF — BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 

************* 

PHIL FLANAGAN, EAC#425, CTCC #9 PO Box 1 288 Coupeville, WA 98239 

x.flan@verizon.net 1-360-240-8366 

BRITISH TOKENS is my specialty and has been since about 1970 with my first token purchases made 
in 1963. They fascinated me even before the Dalton & Hamer book was reprinted the first time by Seaby 
in 1967. And, the best part, they were and are cheaper and similarly fascinating as our large and half 
cents - even colonials! Many Uncirculateds can be had for $25 or $30!! I've expanded into 17th and 
19th century English tokens as well as evasions, unofficial farthings and BOOKS! I issue several free 
lists a year with HUNDREDS of tokens. Just Email or call or write me. I have a 21 day return policy for 
any or no reason! So, no risk - take a look! Even a layaway plan for those that want it. Try a little 
beginner’s group of these to fit your pocket book! 

************* 


CHARLES DAVIS, EAC #142 P.O.Box 547 Wenham, MA 01984 

Sole distributor for United States Large Cents by William Noyes. 

Volume I (1793 - 1814) & Volume II (1816 - 1839) $240.00 postpaid 

Volume I not available separately; Volume II only $ 85.00 postpaid 

Encyclopedia of U.S. Large Cents S-l to S-91 $ 65.00 postpaid 


************ 
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EXCEPTIONAL COPPER FROM THE 1790's: British tokens and books about them. We publish Dalton 
and Hamer, distribute the new 19th century copper token reference and stay in close touch with the British 
token market. We offer hundreds of 18th century "Conder" tokens each year as well as other series including 
1 9th century copper, silver and (occasionally) gold tokens, British medals, British copper currency and out-of- 
print and important books and catalogs about tokens. Write for a free catalog. 

ALLAN DAVISSON, EAC #3299 Cold Spring, MN 56320 (our full address) 

(320)685-3835 FAX (320) 685 - 8636 Email: c oins@cloudnet.com 

************* 

RON MANLEY, EAC #3909 300 Tumberry Circle Brentwood, TN 37027 

Now Available for Sale: "The Half Cent Die State Book: 1793 — 1857" 

This 300 page hardbound reference book was the winner of the 1999 EAC Literary Award and the 1999 NLG 
"Best U.S. Coin Book" Award. Edited by Bob Grellman, it is packed with new and updated information on all 
business strike half cent varieties. Separate obverse and reverse descriptions are provided for each die state. 
Also included are over 250 plated die states, emission sequence revision, rarity estimates, reverse rotation data 
for each variety, references to major copper sales, blundered edge examples, and more. Large photographs (3- 
inch diameter for varieties; 2-inch diameter for die states). 

$75.00 postpaid (autographed on request) 

************* 

BILL MCKIVOR, EAC #4 1 80 PO Box 46135 Seattle, W A 98146 

BmcKivor@iuno.com or Co pperman@Thecoppercomer.com (206) 244 - 8345 

Dealer in quality tokens at reasonable prices. Specialist in English "Conder' tokens. Evasions, 19th Century 
tokens, unofficial farthings, historical medals, and more. 

Cobwright's book on Evasion Tokens available at $27 postpaid. 

Many EACer's receive my free lists - get yours today. 

Also — a work in progress — my new WEB SITE — www.Thecopj5ercomer.com. 

************* 

RON GUTH, EAC #444 P.O. Box 900 LaJolla, CA 92038 

ron@coinfacts.com 

For FREE information about U.S. Copper Coins (including Colonials, Half Cents, and Large Cents) 
please visit the CoinFacts website at www.coinfacts.com. Our goal (lofty as it may seem) is to illustrate 
and describe every known variety of every U.S. coin. Use the site as a FREE resource and if you have 
images or information to contribute, I'd love to hear from you. 

************* 

ATTRIBUTION & GRADING SERVICE 

I offer an attribution and grading service for Half Cents and Large Cents. This service includes the variety 
designation, die state (if appropriate), and my opinion of the sharpness and net grade. The information is 
recorded on a personalized 2x2 card that accompanies each coin. Price for the service is $1 per coin, plus 
return postage. No quantity limit, fast service, lifetime guarantee. 

New book available: The Die Varieties of United States Large Cents 184 0 — ... 1.857 is ready for delivery. 
Every known die variety and die state of 1840 - 1857 large cents I fully described, with additional rarity 
information for rare die states. Deluxe hardbound, 464 pages, over 100 photographs. Price is $100 postpaid. 
Autographed on request. 

PO Box 95 1988 

************* 
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BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 


Lake Mary, FL 32795-1988 


What others think of "The CENT Book": 


Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 


TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a warm, 
human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didn't leave out a thing. I 
am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is what I would 
expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch and 

keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book:" ad in this section. 


BILL NOYES, EAC #353 Box 428 Monument Beach, MA 02553 

PENNY PRICES 

A GUIDE TO THE VALUE OF 1793 - 1857 LARGE CENTS AND HALF CENTS 

AVAILABLE FROM THE AUTHOR 
FOR $38 POSTPAID (MEDIA MAIL) OR $40 FIRST CLASS 

************* 


TOM REYNOLDS, EAC #222 


P.O. BOX 39001 


Omaha, NE 68139 
(402) 895-3065 


1817 

Nil 

R1 

$ 800 

Light brown faded from mint color. Choice, frosty surfaces. Some 
veiy minor circ. marks. EDS. Removed from an NGC holder graded 
AU58. 

A+ 

1820 

N15 

R2 

$2250 

Brown with traces of mint red. Choice, lustrous surfaces. 

A++ 

1827 

N7 

R3 

$1750 

Brown with smooth, glossy surfaces. Removed from an NGC holder 
graded MS62. Brown. 

A++ 

1828 

N12 

R3 

$1900 

Medium brown with smooth, glossy surfaces. Tied for Condition 
Census #5. 

A+ 


My inventory may be seen at my web site: EarlyAmericanCoppers.com 


************* 


ROBERT F. LAFORME, EAC #891 1 681 N. Thyre Drive 

Home: 419-855-7854 Cell: 419-304-1664 


Genoa, Ohio 43430 
email address: elbolaforme@aol.com 


Free price list of over 70 extremely rare Early, Middle, and Late Date coins most with Rim Breaks . This 
list includes two low grade 1793 chain cents. All coins listed by die state and are fully described. Call, 
e-mail or send request for a free price list. 


************* 
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HENRY T. HETTGER, EAC #2349 


P.O. BOX 20 18 


Arlington, VA 22202 
(703)979-1942 


1807 

V4 

VF-20 

Nice glossy chocolate brown, Cohen 1 

$125.00 

1825 

M 

VF-30 

Smooth medium brown, low mintage date 

110.00 

1826 

V4 

VF-35 

Smooth medium brown, Cohen 1 

135.00 

1829 

140 

VF-30 

Choice light golden brown, Cohen 1 

95.00 

1798 

S-147 

R5- GD-5 

Smooth brown, weakness UNITED 

195.00 

1796 

S-100 

High R5 

ANACS AG-3 net Fair-02, rim filed, nice two tone brown 

225.00 

1820/19 

N-3 

EDS 

Bold repunching on last two digits, EF-45 couple light hairlines, 
choice mottled colors and smooth surfaces. 

295.00 

1835 

N-9 

R4 EDS 

F-12 / VG-10 smooth chocolate, a few rev. rim nicks 

150.00 

1843 

N-17 

R6- F12 

A nice example, close to F-l 5 

150.00 

1849/8 

N-8 

EDS 

Overdate shows, ANACS AU-55 

250.00 


Postage, any item, $5.00. 

*************** 


PETER SETIAN, EAC #3529 BOX 570 

Large Cents for sale. All are average to choice. 

Write for complete descriptions and prices on any interested pieces: 


WlLBRAHAM, MA 01095 
e-mail: Setcoin@mail.com 


1842 1846 1850 1852 1854 1856 


N2 

VF 

N1 

VF+ 

N3 

VF 

N7 

VF 

N10 

VF+ 

N1 

AU 


1844 

N4 

F 

N22 

VF 

N9,22 

XF 

Nil 

XF 

Nil 

XF 

N1 

VF 

N18 

XF 

1851 



N14 

VF 

N20 

XF 





N5 

VF+ 

1853 

N18 

XF 






1848 

N22 

F 

N6 

VF 

N20 

VF 





N13 

VF+ 

N25 

VF 

N24 

VF 






********* 


* * * 


* 


ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 


9743 Leacrest 


$8.50 each 
4x4 inch sheets 


box of 1 000 

$3.50 

$3.50 

$8.50 per 1000 


#4 Soft Jewelers Brush 
Jewelers Tissue 

Xylol 4 oz. bottle plus 100 wooden stick Q-tips 
Acetone 4 oz bottle plus 1 00 wooden stick Q— tips 
Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner $8.00 each 2 oz. bottle 
Cast Iron Notary Machine converted to make alum foil pressings 
Cast Iron Notary Machine unconverted for the do-it-yourselfer 
Heavy Duty 28 lb Kraft 2x2 Coin Envelopes Colors Gray, White, or Brown 
$4.25 per 100 $18.00 per 500 $34.00 per 1000 

Cotton Liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interior 

standard 2x2 Coin Envelopes SASE for sample 

VIGOR 10X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics 
on market to my knowledge for its size and price 
extra wide 13/16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic 


Cincinnati, OH 45215 
(513)771 -0696 

$7.50 pkg of 250 $2.50 


$34.00 

$16.00 


Send SASE for Samples 
Fit inside 
$25.00 pkg of 100 
best glass 

$47.00 each with cord 


Attribution Guide for Matron Head Cents 1816-1835 $5.00 approx37pgs 


Add $4.50 per order ($5.00 western states) for shipping. Shipping by UPS. 
You must give a street address. 


******** 

-344- 
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WHY SUPERIOR'S AUCTION SALES 
INCREASED 95% IN THE LAST YEAR! 


■ NO RARITY REDUNDANCY 

At Superior, your rare coins will never get lost in a big crowd. Our boutique coin auctions are limited to often less 
than 3,000 lots. And, unlike the biggest auction firm which likes to offer multiple tens-of-thousands of rarities all at once, 
we understand the importance of your individual collection. We want you to get the most for your coins, and rarity 
redundancy does absolutely nothing to increase values or competition among bidders. 


■ NO PRESSURE RESERVES 

Most auction companies strongly encourage or, in some cases, push consignors to NOT place reserves. This is so 
they don’t have to do their job! At Superior, we are confident in getting top prices, so reserves are naturally welcome 
and encouraged. 


■ GUARANTEED AUCTION RESULTS 

Or we pay you ! Superior consistently guarantees the value of your coins at auction. That's how confident we 
are in our ability to achieve the maximum for your coins. We doubt few others can offer a guarantee like this because 
no one else knows the true value of your coins like Superior. 


■ WEALTHIEST CLIENTELE / BEST VENUES 

Superior conducts auctions where the money is. We conduct three major auctions each year in Beverly Hills, two 
major auctions in Santa Clara, California, with other auctions held just prior to the most heavily attended coin 
shows in the U.S. In fact, Santa Clara is one of the highest per capita areas of those cities located near major coin 
shows — second only to Beverly Hills! 


■ SUPERIOR SERVICE 

Whether you're a novice or a seasoned veteran, we’ll give you the red carpet treatment. We're not in business to rip 
people off; we want you as a client for life. At Superior, your coins will be given the superior treatment they deserve. 
Call today and let us show you what we can do for you. 


■ GREATEST FINANCIAL BACKING 

With the financial support of the Stanford Financial Group - and its more than $18 billion in managed assets — Superior 
is clearly at the top of the list when it comes to securing cash advances for your coins. Our interest rates are the lowest 
in the business, and we consistently offer the lowest auction commission rates in the industry. Call us for more details. 



Make The Superior Choice... 

CONSIGN TODAY! 

800 - 421-0754 


Sil DiGenova 
CEO 

sildg@sgbh.conn 


Paul Simonetti 
VP of Numismatics 

pauls@sgbh.com 




SGBH.COM 


Superior Galleries 

9478 West Olympic Blvd. Beverly Hills, CA 90212-4246 
Tel: 310-203-9855 Fax: 310-203-0496 INFO@SGBH.COM VUWW.SGBH.COM 







Give him/her a 

%*E<8ors<PEciAL girt 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 


Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 



EAC 2005 Election Ballot 


Vote for national officers AND chairman and secretary for your region only. 


National Officers: 

For President: Dan Holmes 

For Vice President: Denis Loring 

_ For Secretary: John Rraljevich 

_ For Treasurer: John Wright 


Region 1 

_ Charles Davis for Chairman 

Howard Barron for Secretary 


Region 2: 

_ Craig Hamling for Chairman 

Jim Neiswinter for Secretary 


Region 3: 

Bill Eckberg for Chairman 

_ Brett Dudek for Secretary. 

Region 4: 

_ Bob Grellman for Chairman, 

Don Weathers for Secretary 


Region 5: 

_ Terry Hess for Chairman 

Joe Tomasko for Secretary 


Region 6: 

_ Bill Yates for Chairman 

or 

_ Don Valenziano for Chairman 

_ Chris McCawley for Secretary. 



Signature: Print Name: _ 

Date: EAC number: _ 

Region: (refer to page 2 of Penny-Wise for regions): 

Mail completed ballot to: Col. Steve Ellsworth 

P.O. Box 498 
Clifton, VA 20124-0498 


The Annual Convention of EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS, Inc. 


April 21 st -24 th , 2005 

Radisson Hotel Annapolis 

210 Holiday Court 
Annapolis, MS 21401 

Application is hereby made lor a bourse table for the period of the above show and convention. Jt is understood that the fee will 
include the use of table space w, 'backup and electrical hookup. Table Fees: 8ft.w/2 cases, 1 light =$265. Corner 2x8 ft. tables w/4 
cases, 2 lights = $400, 2x8ft.w/4 cases, 2 lights = $450. Sunday only, (w/10:30 a.m. entry) tables are $39 each for EAC members, if 
available. Tables may not be transferred, resold, loaned, leased, shared or sublet, in whole or in part, with out written consent of die 
Bourse Chairman. Tables not occupied by 1pm Friday or that have been vacated, resort back to the Bourse Chairman for resale to 
wait-listed dealers. Nothing is to be bought or sold that is prohibited in the area of the show. Smoking is not permitted on the 
bourse floor. Dealers and assistants must wear the official dealer badge. Up to two dealers may share a table. All dealers and their 
working assistants (maximum of 2) must be members of EAC. Regular membership is $25 per year. Only dealers and working 

assistants are admitted to the Bourse prior to the public and/or allowed behind tables. Additions or changes after JAN 1 st are $50. 
100% refund through DEC 1 st . After JAN 1 st , there are no refunds. 

Dealer Setup: Thursday, 1pm - 5pm. 

Public hours are Friday 10am-5pm., Sat.l0am-5pm, Sunday 10am-3pm. 

Dealers may eater Fri. & Sat. 9am, Sun. 10am. 

Tables will be sold to dealers on a first-come basis. Table location will be by random drawing. Requests to be located near another 
dealer will be honored when possible at the good judgment of the Bourse Chairman. 

Security precautions will be taken to provide every dealer with a maximum of protection. Police Security will be continuous on the 
premises from Wednesday 8am to 6pm Sunday. However, there is no insurance carried by the coin show, its committee, the 
sponsoring club, nor the hotel. None of these mentioned parties will be held responsible for any loss, damage, or injury that might 
be sustained by those assigned space in the bourse, to their employees, or property, from any cause whatsoever, prior to, during, or 
subsequent to the period covered by this contract. The signature for he applicant and its acceptance by the Bourse Chair constitute a 
contract in accordance with the terms herein. 

Applicant’s Signature Date 

Applicant’s Name 

Firm Name Phone: 

FAX Email: 

Assistant’s Name Assistant’s Name 

Address City State Zip 


Firms State Resale Tax Number Table Desired: 8ft 2x 8ft. 2x8ft Comer. 

Shared table Firm Name: 


Make checks payable to EAC Bourse 2005: 


Mail to: C/o William R. Eckberg 
Bourse Chairman 
P.O. Box 19079 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 


Courtesy cases & Lights provided if requested yes no 

Reserve for me: @ $10 each extra cases 

@ $ 5 each extra lights 


(202)806-4564 fax 
Email: halfcenh@Mac.com 


Date Application received by EAC 
Approved by Bourse Chairman 


/ 


Date 







